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To the Right Honorable and Honorable, 



His Majefty's Military Officers, 

My Lords and Honorable Gentlemen, 

ry-^ HOUGH the following Treatlfe 
JL is deftitute of the Beauty and 
Elegance, neceffary to render Writings on 
ferious Subjects pleafing ; yet as it offers 
Means for the Prefervation of that ufe- 
ful and necelTary Part of his Majefty's 
Servants over v^hom you prefide, I hum- 
bly hope the Importance of the Subjedl 
will fecure me from incurring your Cen- 
fure or Difpleafure, for recommending 
my imperfedt Labours to the Acceptance 
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of your honorable and refpeftable Body. 
My only Motive for fo doing, pro- 
ceeded from the following Refleftions : 
Viz. 

That it is not without great Pains, 
Fatigue and Trouble, to you, and Ex- 
pence to the Nation, that thofe brave 
Men over whom you prefide, are fo far 
initiated in the Military Art, as to be 
ready to follow their honorable Com- 
manders, to face and brave the greateft 
Dangers, when called forth for the De- 
fence and Prote6lion of the Britifh Em- 
pire ; and therefore, that it is not only a 
great national Lofs, but alfo much to be 
regreted, that in Times of the greateft 
Neceffity, when every Exertion of Power 
is needful, fuch great Numbers of them 
ftiould be cut oif by Camp Fevers, or 
thereby confined and prevented from 
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following their noble Leaders to Viflory 
and Glory ; and, as I am certain many 
of thofe LolTes and Inconveniences would 
be prevented, fhould the Means offered 
in the following Sheets be adopted, I 
therefore thought they could not be 
placed under a more fecure or honor- 
able Afylum,, than your Protediion. 

But, My Lords and Gentlemen, as 
the many important Objefts, which muft 
necelfarily engage your Time and Atten- 
tion, may prevent your having an Op- 
portunity of entering into a minute Ex- 
amination of the feveral Relations 
of Fafts, and occafional Remarks, 
which were requifite to be introduced 
in the following Sheets, for the Pur- 
pofe of eflablifiiing my Propofitions, 
I ftiall beg Leave to ftate in the moft 
concife Manner poflible, my Reafons for 
believing that the Means propofed w^ould 

prevent 
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prevent many of the Loffes and Incoi ^ 
veniencies juft mentioned ; -which are, 
that from a ftri6l Examination and At- 
tention to what is {'did by thofe vvho 
have written on Camp Fevers, it is plain, 
that their Appearances, Symptoms and 
EfFefts, are nearly the fame as thofe 
which attend the various epidemic, ver- 
nal and autumnal Fevers, which too 
frequently make great Havock in this 
Nation ; from which this plain and ob- 
vious Gonclufion may be drawn, that, 
as the Camp Fevers have the fame Ap- 
pearance, Symptoms and Effects, as thofe 
which often happen in this Nation, the 
Means which prevent and remove the 
bad Ejfefts of the one, would do the 
fame in the other : and therefore, if the 
ftrongeil Teflimonies the human Mind is 
capable of receiving, are to be depended 
upon; viz, a great Variety of Proofs, 
obtained from a careful Examination of 

Fads 
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Fadls, and diligent Enquiries into the 
promifcuous Cure of Fevers, for a Series 
of near Twenty Years ; I humbly pre- 
fume, I may, without Fear of deviating 
from Rvi&i and folemn Truth, aver, that 
had thofe Means, which are treated of 
in the following Sheets, been known 
and made ufe of in thofe Gamp Fevers, 
•which are faid to have carried off a great 
Number of thofe who were feized, a 
much greater Proportion would have 
been preferved ; and many of thofe who 
were rendered ufelefs for feverai Weeks, 
w^ould have been enabled to do their 
Duty in the fame Number of Days : and 
that, fliould thofe Means be adopted 
and made ufe of for the Future, great 
Numbers of his Majefty's brave veteran 
Soldiers would be annually preferved. 

As the Subjefi: is of great Confequence 
and Importance, I hope I fliail be ex- 

cufed. 
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Cufed, if, before I conclude, I mentioil 
one or two more Advantages, which 
would accrue from thofe Methods being 
purfued ; which are, that when Men are 
feized by Fevers while on their March, 
by' thefe Means they would often be 
enabled to purfue it, when, otherwife, 
they mull be left behind ; and again, 
when they have the Misfortune to be 
wounded, and might recover, if not car- 
ried off by Fevers; they would find, that, 
by the Means propofed, thofe Fevers 
would often be fo imtigated and kept 
under, as to preferve many Lives, and 
often prevent much Fatigue and Trou- 
ble to the Sui^geons of the Armies, by 
accelerating the Cure. 

Having thus, in the plaineft and moft 
concife Manner in my Power, pointed 
out fome of the Advantages which would 
accrue from the Means propofed ia the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing Pages being applied ; fubmitting 
to the judicious Confideration of the 
different Members of your honorable and 
refpeftable Body, what are the natural 
and moft ufeful Gonclufions deducible 
from the Premiffes. 



/ am^ with the higheji Refpe&y 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Tour mojl Ohedie?ity 
Humhle Serva?jty 

New Bond - Street, > 
. January, 1777, J 

R. White. 
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AS the following Sheets contain Propofiti- 
ons contrary to ellablifhed Cufloms and 
commonly-received Opinions, which are well 
known to imprefs the Mind with a Dif-beiief 
of whatever is contrary to fuch Cnftoms and 
Opinions; as well as forcibly militate againU: 
the Introdu($lion of new Difcoveries and ufeful 
Inventions ; I therefore hope to be excufed, if 
I intreat the Reader not to form his Concluftons 
refpe6ting the faid Propolitions, before he hath 
ferioufly weighed their great Importance, and 
attentively inveftigated the Subjed to which 
they relate. I likewife hope I may be per- 
mitted to form this Introdudlion on the fame 
Plan with that of the Treatife, to which it is 
prefixed ; and, inllead of pointing out the Ex- 
cellences of the Performance, affure my Read- 
ers, that it contains neither Purity of Didlion, 
Elegance of Sentiment, nor fl:ri6t Adherence to 
Grammar ; that it is void of all the Beauties and 
Graces which render the Works of learned and 
elegant Writers pleafing and agreeable ; and 
that the only Hope I entertain of its being ac- 
ceptable to the Public, is, that it hath Truth for 
Foundation, important Propofitions for its Sub- 
jed, and the Prefervatlon of Man for its End. 

B-2 Therefore 
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Therefore, though neither the Subjedl nor 
the Style may be fo pleafing and agreeable as 
thofe which are to be found in many other Writ- 
ings, it is not lefs worthy of the Reader's un- 
biased Attention 5 as he may thereby be con- 
duced to the Knowledge of the moft fafe, 
certain and effedlual Means, whereby he may 
beft preferve himfelf, his Family and Friends, 
from thofe long and tedious Confinements, Tor- 
ments and premature Deaths, which are fre- 
quently brought on by Fevers, thofe continual 
Scourges of Mankind. 

But, left by fuch a Propofition the Reader 
fhould be led to draw wrong Conclulions, and 
fuppofe he is going to be perfwaded to lay out 
his Money in the Purchafe of fome empirical 
Medicine, I muft take the Liberty to inform 
him, I am not, either diredlly or remotely, con- 
cerned in the Sale of any Medicine whatever. 

And, as the firft Propofition which comes 
under Confideration in the following Work, is, 
that there are no Means or Remedies publickly 
known, which can, with any reafonable Degree 
of Certainty, be relied upon for the Cure of 
Fevers (left by fuch a Propofition I fliould be 
underftood to caft a Reflection, either on the 
Fradice of Phyfic, or the Pradlitioners thereof;) 

I 
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I muft beg Leave to anticipate the Reader*?? 
Conclufion on that Head, by declaring, that 
nothing is farther from my Intentions : and, I 
flatter myfelf, every candid and unbiaffed Reader 
will perceive, that the whole Bent of what k 
mentioned on that Head, is only meant to prove, 
that the Materia Medic a is very barren and 
deficient of Adedicines, fo far as refpedls the 
Cure of Fevers ; and that it is therefore very 
requifite to enquire for thofe which are more 
fofe, certain and effedliial for that Furpofe. 

And if, in the Difcufllon of a Subject, on 
which many thoufand Lives depend, I have, 
cither accidentally or through Necciluy, in Order 
more fully to illuftrate the Subjcd, been led to 
mention fome Things I would gladly have left 
unnoticed, I hope no Phyfician will be offended, 
or take it amifs : at leaf!:, I am fnrc no p-cod and 
humane Phyfician will be difplcafed : for, as 
thofe are Guardians of Life and Health, and 
have their Minds imprelTcd v;iih Sentiments of 
univerfil Benevolence and a fnicerc Dcfirc to 
do all I'hings in their Pov/er, Vv'hich tend to im- 
prove and advance the I-Jealing Art to a nearer 
Deo-ree of Perfeilion, I u ill not entertain the 
leaft Apprchcniicn ; but fiiall be fecure from 

their 
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tlieir Difpleafure for any Thing I have afferted 
in the Profecutlon of fo ufeful and laudable a 
Defign : but, on the Contrary, hope to be fa- 
voured with their Countenance and Support; 
flattering myfelf, that they will affift my honeft 
and well-meant Endeavours to make fuch an 
Addition to the divine Science of Healing, as to 
prevent Fevers being any longer the Reproach 
of Medicine. 

With the ftrideft Integrity I can declare, that 
this has been the great Obje6l of my Wifhes for 
near twenty Years ; being fully perfwaded, that 
had my lirft Efforts for that Purpofe been 
crowned v^^ith Succefs, many diftreffing Scenes 
of Sorrow and Affliction would have been annu- 
ally prevented, as v/ell as ufeful Members of 
the Community preferved. 

No odier Confideration than my Certainty of 
thefe important Truths, hath induced me to an 
Attempt of engaging the Attention of the Public 
to fo imperfedl a Work, which I begun and fi- 
niflied with a Confcioufnefs of being greatly 
unequal to the Condud of fo interefting a Bufi- 

nefs ; 



* In the Year 176c, kc. See ike foJkiving Trcatife, 
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nefs ; and lincerely wifh it had been undertaken 
by thofe whofe Power and Abilities were more 
adequate to its great Importance. But, fince it 
hath happened that a Caufe of fo great Confe- 
quence to the Public, as well as Individuals, 
hath been intruded to the Management of an 
Advocate, fo weak and unexperienced, I will 
fupport it to the utmofl: of my Abilities, and ufe 
my beft Endeavours, by the Aid of Truth, to 
bring it to a happy Ifllie ; and thereby prevent 
a Difcovery, which hath for may Ages been 
fought after with great Earneflnefs and anxious 
Solicitude, remaining any longer ufelefs to So- 
ciety. 

But, fhould this my lafl: Effort to make this 
valuable Depolit, committed to my Care, fub- 
fervient to the Purpofes for which it was intended 
by the all-wife Donor, fail of Succefs, I fliall 
return to that quiet Situation, from whence I 
was drawn by the above-mentioned Conlidera- 
tion, and Solicitations of thofe who have long 
been intimately acquainted how greatly the Pub- 
lic are interefted therein : confcious of having 
fpared neither Time, Trouble nor Expence, in 
the Purfuits of Difcoveries, from whence very 
lingular Benefits may be derived to my Native 
Country. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

O N 

FEVERS, &c. 

S the Incident, which firft induced me to 
^ 4A}* ^ ^^^^^ i"^^ Enquiry concerning the In- 
^ fufficiency of the Materia Medica, fo 

'^c^ far as refpe6ls the Cure of Fevers, is, 
taken Notice of in another Part of this Treatife, I 
fhall not mention it here ; but only obferve, that the 
longer and more minutely I fcrutinized that important 
Subject, the more Reafon I had to be convinced, 
that the firft Propofition to be examined in the fol- 
lowing Treatife, is trucj vi%. That there are no 
Means or Medicines publicity known, or in com- 
mon Practice, which can, with any reafonable De- 
gree of Certainty, be depended upon for the Cure 
of thofe fatal Difeafes. 
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Before I proceed to the DIfcuffion of this Intereft- 
ing Subje(?l:, I fhall point out fome, among the many, 
Miferies and AffliiUons, which Perfons of all De- 
nominations are liable to fuifer, by the malignant 
Effecls of thofe continual Scourges of the humaa 
Race, which, according to the Computation of fc- 
veral ingenious Writers, deflroy a third Part of Man- 
kind ; and fometimes rage with fuch Violence ia 
different Parts of this Nation, as to fpare neither 
Aee, Sex nor Condition : but caufe a common De- 
vaftation of almoft whole Pariihes, 

Some of the Symptoms attending the firft Stage 
of a Fever, are defcribed to be Languor, Wearinefs, 
Weaknefs, Infenfibllity, the Extremities Cold and 
Trembling, Pains in the Back, Anxiety, Oppreffion 
and SweUing about the Prsecordia, with Rigors and 
Horrors, Flatulency, Lofs of Appetite, Naufea and 
Vomitings, And, except the Symptoms of the firft 
Stage deflroy the Patient, they are followed by 
the fecond. 

But I fhould think myfelf wanting in Duty to the- 
Caufe I have undertaken, fhould I pafs over this im- 
portant Part without making fome Obfcrvations upon 
it, and endeavour to confine the Reader's Attention 
to what fo nearly concerns himfelf, his Family and 
his focial Connecftions ; I would therefore particularly 
recommend to his Confideration, how great mufl ba 
the Sufferings of fuch Perfons who are conducted 

through 
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^lirough all the Symptoms of the firft Stage, and 
when they furvive thofe, are expofed to the Torments 
attending the fecond; which are defcribed to be 
Rigors and Horrors, Heat arifing from the Prae- 
cordia, and dilfufed from thence over the whole 
Body, irregular Flufnings, a ftrong, full obftru6led 
Pulfe, or a very quick fmall one, great Pains in the 
JHead and Joints, Stupor, Delirium, univerfal Sore- 
nefs, Rednefs, arifing in different Parts irregularly. 
Sweating in the Head and Breaft, or over the whole 
Body, pardal Secretions, Petechias, Death; and to 
this affecting Catalogue may be added, that of de- 
ftroying the moft exalted Enjoyments of human Fe- 
licity, by the untimely Separation of the ■ befl: and 
deareft Friends. 

Since fuch is the unhappy Situation to which Per- 
fons of every Age, Sex and Condition, are liable to 
be reduced by Fevers, and it is quite uncertain how 
foon thofe who ate well to Day, may be brought to 
the mofi: wretched Situation thereby ; though the In- 
veftigatlon of the Subjecf may not be fo amufing and 
agreeable as many orhers, yet there can be none that 
is more important, or has a greater Claim tO the 
Attention of all Perfons, as it is intended to com- 
municate the moft fafe, certain and efre61ual Means 
for their Relief and Prefervation. ■ 



But, it may perhaps be fald, how, or by what 
Means, is fuch Information to be obtained ? The 
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Anfwer is obvious: By following the Di6^ates of 
Reafon, and abiding by plain Demonftrations and 
Matters of Fa6t ; for from thence alone can any cer- 
tain and fatisfadory Knowledge be obtained for 
that Purpofe. If it were poffible to examine the 
many Thoufand Volumes which have been written 
by ancient and modern Authors, refpe6ling the Cure 
of Fevers, all the Information which could be obtained 
for the Time and Trouble, would be, that * after 
^ a Conteft has been carried on by the mofi: eminent 
' Phyfical Writers and Practitioners for many Cen-. 
' turies, concerning the good Effeds of Bleeding, 
' Bliftering, Purging, &c. the Queftion ftill remains 

* as uncertain and undetermined as ever 5 one Party 
' declaring them to be ufeful, fafe and neceffary j 

* while the other as pofitively affcrt them to be 
' hazardous, mifchievous and defl:ru6tive.' Nor are 
their Opinions more unanimous concerning Boles, 
teftaceous Powders, Confessions and other Prepara- 
tions ; fome affirming them to be beneficial, whilft 
others pronounce them pernicious and deleterious. 

If this then is a true and genuine State of this in- 
terefting Affair, as I believe no one will deny, it 
muft remain with the Reader to determine, whether 
he will truft the Life of himfelf and his deareft Friends 
to Means and Medicines fo confeffedly acknowledged 
to be very precarious, if not hurtful ; or he would 
rather purfue his Enquiries, in hopes of obtaining the 
Knowledge of thoie which are more fafe, certain 

ani 
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and effe6^:ual : and, fhould he choofe the latter, I will 
take upon me to fay, his Hopes will not be in vain. 

But, as fuch Truths are much better demonfirated 
by Fads, than by a Thoufand metaphyfical Argu- 
ments, I fhall attempt an lUuftration thereof by fuch 
Incidents as often fall within the Reach of common 
Obfervation. But, before I proceed, I cannot for- 
bear obferving, that it is not without Relu6lance I 
invite my Readers to fuch unplealing Refle6lions5 
becaufe, to thofe who are particularly fenlible to the 
endearing Alfedions of Nature, and have had the 
Misfortune to experience the Truth of what will be 
faid, it may bring back the Remembrance of former 
Afflictions j neverthelefs, as I hope to conducSl them 
to the knowledge of the Means to prevent the 
Frequency of the like Misfortunes for the Future, 
I flatter myfelf thofe Motives will plead my Excufe, 
and induce them to contiune their Difquilitions in a 
Matter, wherein not only the Community at large, 
but their Pofterity, are particularly concerned. 

There are, I believe, very few Perfons, whofe 
Connections are fo limited, but, if they take a Re- 
trofpeft of what hath happened in their own Families,, 
and thofe of their Relations, Friends and Acquaint- 
ance, within the Compafs of a few Years j that may 
not remember to have known or heard of Perfons 
being taken flightly ill of feverifh Diforders, which 
they were told (and believed) not to portend any 
. ' Danger, 
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Danger, or indicate the leaft bad Confequences ; 
which, neverthelefs, advanced by Degrees, and, 
notwithftanding the joint Advice of the moft Ikilful 
Phylicians, with all the Means and Medicines they 
could procure, continued to increafe; and, after 
having regularly proceeded from one Stage to an- 
other, terminated in Death. 

But, as general Affertions ought not to be admitted 
"before they have been demonftrated by the cleareft 
Evidence the State of the Cafe will admit, and, as 
it may happen that fome Readers may not recollecfl: 
any Circumilances fimilar to fhofe above-mentioned; 
I will, with all the Exa^lnefs in my Power, relate 
feveral, which, among many others, fell within my 
own Obfervation, in the Courfe of a few Years. 

A Gentleman of the Army married a young Lady, 
with whom he lived very happily for fome Years; 
and in that Time had feveral Children. It happened 
the Lady was taken with a feverifh Complaint, 
which, it was faid, would eafily be removed ; but 
it proved otherwife, for the Fever gradually in- 
creafed ; and, notwithftanding all the Affiftance that 
could be procured, in the Space of fourteen Days, 
put a Period to her Life, to the great Affliction of 
her Piuiband. However, his Lofs was in fome 
Meafure repaired by his eldeft Daughter, who, 
though very young, had fo great a Share of Pru- 
dence, as to be capable of taking Care of his family 

Affairs: 
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Affairs. But this Gleam of Plappinefs was {oon In- 
terrupted ; for the fame inflexible Intruder, without 
the leaft Refpe6l to the Youth, or the extraordinary 
Qualities of the young Perfon, at firft flightly at* 
tacked her ; and, notwithftanding all poffible Affift- 
ance was employed, in about twelve or fourteen. 
Days, put a Period to her Life ; leaving an incon- 
folable Father to lament her untimely Fate. 

But this additional Grief was not of long Duration ; 
for the fame inexorable Foe, who had fo lately- 
fnatched from his Arms an affedionate Wife and a 
dutiful Daughter, foon afterwards attacked him; nor 
was all the AlBftance which could be procured, fuf- 
ficient to preferve him : for he was cut off in the 
Prime of Life, to the inexprefTiblc AfHiciion of the 
remaining Part of his Family*. 

If 



* In thefe Inftances, what is remarked in the Introdaclion to 
this Treatife, refpeding the Prevalency of efiablifhed Cuftoms and 
commonly-received Opinions militating againft the Reception of 
new Difcoverics and nfcful Inventions, was particularly exempli- 
fied. For an Acquaintance of mine, who was very intimate in 
this afflifted Family, ftrongly follicited them to make Ufe of the 
Chymi'cal Febrifuge ; being, as flie faid, fully perfwaded that it 
would fave the Lady's Life. But flie was anfwered, that " her 
" Life was of two much Value to be trufted to fuch Medicines." 
And yet, fuch was the Prevaiency of Cuftom, that, with fome 
little Variation, the fame Means and Medicines which were ap- 
plied with fuch ill Succefs for the Prefervation of the Mother, 

were 



I 



( 8 ) 

If then fuch accumulated Diftreffes are frequently 
produced by Fevers in their ordinary Courfe, what 
are the unhappy Situations of thofe who happen to 
be fituated where Fevers rage with fuch Violence, as 
to fpare neither Age, S'ex nor Condition ! Surely it 
is not lefs neceffary and prudent to be provided with 
proper Antidotes againft the poifonous Eife^ts of thefe 
common Enemies of Mankind, than with Locks, 
Bolts and Bars, for Security againft the Attacks of 
Murderers, Thieves and Robbers. And, if thofe 
who are of' this Opinion will be pleafed to purfue 
their Enquiries, with an Attention proportionable to 
the Importance of the Subject, they may be fully 
convinced, that it is not only poffible to prepare fuch 
an Antidote j but alfo to prepare a fufficient Quantity 
to fupply the Britifh Fleets and Armies, in Time of 
Needfi as well as the Inhabitants of thofe Villages, 
and remote Parts of the Nation j which are fome- 

times 



were made Ufe of for the Daughter, in nearly the fame Circum- 
ftances ; and attended with the like Confequences. Neverthelefs, 
rather than deviate from thofe Rules, and take the Advice of a 
Friend, the Father trufted his own Life to the fame Means he had 
fo lately experienr.ed to be inefFedlual for the Recovery of his 
Wife and Daughter, 

t Long chymical Procefies, great Heat, and conftant Attend- 
ance, are necelTary for making the firft Principal, whereby the 
Febrifuge is obtained : but when that is once effefted, new Ad- 
ditions will fucceed, by Projeaion ; and a conftant Supply bo 
mside, to anfwer the falutary Purpofes aboye-mentioued„ 
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times almoft depopulated, for Want of being polTefled 
of fuch a timely Help. But, before I proceed to 
difcufs what relates to this laft Propofition, I muft 
return from this Digreffion, to where I was obferving, 
that ' there are few People, if they take a curfory 
' View of what has happened in their own Families, 

* and thofe of their Relations and Friends, but w ould 

* have Caufe to remember fome fuch Accidents and 

* Misfortunes, as thofe I have juft related.' From 
which it may reafonably be inferred, that what I 
mentioned, refpeding the Materia Medica, is true. 
For to what other Caufe can it be affigned, that 
thofe Fevers, fo flight in their beginning, fliould fo 
often become formidable, dangerous and fatal, not- 
withftanding all that can be prefcribed by the moft 
able and experienced in the Medical Art ? 

It cannot, with any Propriety of Reafon, be fup- 
pofed, that thofe Gentlemen, who, to a long Series 
of Study and Application, have joined Experience 
and Obfervation, can be deficient in the Knowledge 
of Difeafes, or unacquainted with the Virtues and 
Properties of all the medicinal Preparations publickly- 
known. It muft, therefore, proceed from this j that 

* the Materia Medica is deficient in Remedies for 

* the Cure of Fevers of which the Reader will be 
more fully convinced, by an exa61: and careful Ex- 
amination of what is left upon Record by a very 
karned and able Phylician. 
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The learned Dr. Friejid (the refpedable Author 
alluded to) who, at the fame Time that he was in- 
troducing Purging in Fevers, as a Method generally 
to be adopted, and as an Axiom in the Practice of 
Phyfic, in two Epiftles infcribed to Dr. Mead, re- 
lates feveral Cafes, in which he gives an Account of 
the different Methods and principal Medicines made 
life of in each Cafe. And, as I think the firft is. 
very remarkable and interefting, I fhall tranfcribe 
fo much of it, as hath RefpeA to the important Sub- 
je6l I am treating of: and then attempt to make fome 
feafonable Remarks ; from which, and by a Com- 
parifon of Fa6ls, I humbly prefume, the Reader's^ 
Reflections will lead him to fuch Dedudions and 
Conclulions, as will make him anxious for the In- 
trodufbion of Means and Remedies, that are more 
eafy, fafe and eifectual. 

" A Perfon of Quality (lays the learned Author) 
«• in the Prime of his Age and Strength, was feized 

with the Small Pox, February 3d; which, in their 
" Eruption, occafioned an exquifite Pain in the 
" Back. The Phyiicians, who were firft confulted,. 

ordered a Vein to be opened, and a Vomit to be 
" given. February 6th the whole Body, as well as. 
" the Face, was fpread over with an infinite Num- 
" ber of Puftules, fmall, depreiTed and confluent ; 

refembllng, on the Cheeks, a Sort of Pellicle; 

in other Parts, after the firft Impuife in coming 
" out, they rofe very flowly. Pie ufed a thin and 

" temperate 
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" teinperate Diet. The chief Part of his Medicine 

was Confea. Fracaftorli, diffolved in Aq. Ladis. 

The Spitting proceeded pretty happily for three 
" Days; afterwards it totally ceafed: which to me 
" foreboded very great Danger, though to others it 

may feem otherwife, who imagine, that the Flux 
" of Spitting in the Small~Pox, proceeds from I do 
« not know what Malignity of Nature. Indeed, 
" however malignant it may be, it feems almoft ne- 
" ceffary m this Diftemper, when it is of the con- 

fluent Kind. 

" Feb. 9, The Puftules about the Chin were al- 
" moft blkck, and thofe which had run together up- 
" on the Cheeks, refembled in fmoothnefs Parch- 

ment or Ice. The Fauces being over-run with 
" them were full of Pain, the Face was .moderately 
" fwelled; in the Evening an Ounce of Oxymel 
*' Sciliiticum was exhibited to provoke Vomitings 

" Feb. 10, He fancied himfelf fomething refrefh- 
^* ed, the Face w^as more fwelled, though ftlll more 
" depreffed than the Nature of the Difeafe required ; 
" the Spitting returned ; but after ten Hours wholly 
*' ceafed. A little before nine a Veficatory was ap- 

plied to the Neck. 

Feb. II, The Hands a little fwelled; but lefl 
•* any Thing more dreadful fhould happen at this 
" dangerous Time (for it was now the ninth Day of 

D 2 the 
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the Difeafe) it was agreed to apply Blifters to, the 
" Arms in the Evening ; nor indeed was it done too 
" fbon ; for there began to be both a Subfuitus Ten- 
** dinum and a Convuliion of the Lips. He was ex- 
" tremely rcftlefs all this Night, for the Fever burnt 
" vehemently, a Delirium enfued, with a Tremor 
" of the whole Body. 

" Feb, 12, In the Morning he was not capable of 
" either fpeaking orfwallowing ; therefore all Hopes 
*' of his Recovery were in a Manner loft. How- 
" -ever, a Clyfter was injected, which worked very 
" well in the Afternoon, when the Blifter had hap- 
" pily fucceeded to our Wiflies, he came intirely to 

hiinfelf* 

" Feb. 13 and 14, The Fever continued ; cardiac 
and diaphoretic Medicines had been given with- 
*' out Succefs* 

" Feb, 1 5, Again a new violent Subfuitus Tendi- 
" num : The Delirium returned at fhort Intervals, 
" for neither was the Fever quite gone off, nor had 
«' we received any Advantage from the Mode of 
" Cure inftituted.*' 

[J long Dijfertatim refpe^ing the Ufefuhefs of Turg^ 
ing in Fevers, is here introduced, which I jhall omit as 
foreign to the prefent Purpofe : after which it is added ] 
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" They contended for cephalic Medicines, which 
are reckoned proper to remove a Delirium and 
" Tremors of the Nerves : which Method of Cure, 
" however well it might fucceed, might cut olf fome 
" Branches of the Difeafe, but could not v/holly 
" eradicate it : for however the Symptoms might be 
" abated, the Fever which was the Caufe of the Dif- 
" eafe ftill remained, neverthelefs we prefcribed 
*' Spirit. Cranii Humani & Sal. Armon. volat. 

" Feb. 17, In the Morning his Fever and Con- 
*' vulfions raged more violently." 

I have thus fairly tranfcribed, as nearly as can be 
gathered from the Relator's Account, all the Medi- 
cines that could be thought of by fo experienced a 
Phyfician as Dr. Friend, in Confultation with feveral 
others, for the Relief and Prefervation of a Noble- 
man, affliiSled with a moft violeni Difeafe. As this 
Nobleman then was very nearly interefted in the 
Power and Efficacy of the Medicines which the Ma- 
teria Medica furnilhed for his Relief and Prefervation, 
fo are Perfons of every Degree, who may hereafter 
have the Misfortune to be feized with any dangerous 
Fever, equally concerned (for Fevers, when not ac- 
companied with the Small-Pox, are frequently as fatal 
and defl:ru6tive as thofe that are ;) it may therefore be 
prefumed every Reader will think an exa6l Inveflii- 
gation into the Virtues and Qualities of thofe Medi- 
cines, on which he rifques his ovvn Life and thofe 
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of his moft valuable Friendsj not unworthy of ferious 
Attention. 

I will therefore regularly proceed to mate Remarks 
and draw the plaineft Inferences and Conclufions, 
which it is in my Power to deduce, from a careful 
and candid Examination of what was done, in Or- 
der to remove this afflii^ed Nobleman's Fever 5 
which on the 1 3th Day of the Difeafe is acknow- 
ledged to be the Caufe thereof j and fhew, that 
whatever Effe61s the Medicines propofed might 
have in cutting off other Branches of the Difeafe, 
they could have none, in Refpedt of fubduing the 
Fever. 

In the firft Account of Feb. 3, when it is faid a 
Vein had been opened and a Vomit given, no Men- 
tion is made of any other Medicine, till the 6th ; 
when it is obferved, the chief Part of his Medicine 
was Confei?!:. Fracaftorii, diffolved in Aqua La6tis : 
from this to the 9th nothing is mentioned ; wherefore 
it muft be concluded, the fame Medicines were conti- 
nued till the Evening of that Day, when an Ounce of 
Oxymel Scilliticum was exhibited to provoke Vomit- 
ing. And, as we are now arrived at the feventh 
Evening fince the Beginning of a very alarming Di- 
feafe, though no Mention hath been made of a Fever 
(which is the principal Thing I am particularly to 
take Notice of) it may be naturally concluded, as 
well from the Nature of the Difeafe, as from what 

will 
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will very foon appear, the Fever had been violent 
the greateft Part, if not all the Time. For which 
Reafon, an Enquiry into the Means and Medicines, 
ufed to regulate it and keep it in due Bounds, may 
not be unnecellary J more efpecially, as it may na- 
turally be fuppofed, fo eminent a Phyiician as Dr. 
Friend would order the very befl the Materia Pvledica 
could fupply*. Yet we do not find any Medicine 
had been given, which could in Reafon be fuppofed 

to 



* As I humbly prefume what is faid in the Introduftion to this 
Treatife, will fecure me from the leall Sufpicion of aiming any 
Refle6lions on the prefent Praditioners in the I.lealing Art, fo f 
flatter myfelf it will do the fame in Kefpedl to the Gentlemen who 
attended the much affli6led Nobleman, whofe Cafe we are examin- 
ing. And I muft particularly obferve, that I would not be under- 
ftood to infinuate, that the Febrifuge (of which an hiflorical Ac- 
count is fubjoined at the of this Treatife) would have prefervecl 
his Life : as it is only known to unerring Wifdom, whetlier it was 
or was not in the Power of Medicine to do it. All Iw^ould beun- 
derftood to mean, is, that the iVIateria Medica does not afford any 
Medicine, which, in dangerous Fevers, can be of any material Ser- 
vice. Nor would 1 be tliought to reprefentthe Chymical Febrifuge 
as infallible in thofe Difeafes :, but freely acknowledge, that, in the 
Courfe of twenty Years, 1 have known one Inftance | in which it 
failed of producing its ufual Efl'efls ; of which a more ample Ac- 
count will be given hereafter. But this I will venture to fay, that 
few Spoonfuls of ii would have done more towards fubduing and re- 
moving that Fever, (which is acknowledged to be the Caufe of the 
Difeafe) than all the Medicines tliat appear to have been admi- 
niftered for that Purpofe. 

X Vide Gafe xkih. 
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to have fufficlent Power and Efficacy to mitigate and 
calm the exorbitant Motions of the Spirits, or pre- 
vent the noxious and deleterious Principles, generally 
very exuberant in malignant Difeafes, from aflimulat- 
ing the Blood, and then attacking the Heart and all 
the vital Parts. This cannot be an unneceffary In- 
quiry in this Place ; becaufe, as 1 have before ob- 
ferved, as the Life of that afflicted Nobleman was 
then interefted, fo is that of every Perfon, who lhall 
hereafter be fo unhappy as to be feized by 'any vio- 
lent Fever. 

It appears, that, on or before the 3d of Feb. a 
Vein had been opened, and a Vomit given j and on 
the 6th, that the chief Part of his Medicine was 
Confeii. Fracaftorii diffolved in Aqua La6^is. And, 
as it could not be expe6ted that this Medicine could 
be of any material Service, or have much Tendency 
towards producing any fuch Elfefts as thofe I have 
mentioned, (which in all dangerous Fevers is of the 
litmoft Confequence :) and as nothing of that Sort has 
appeared from an Examination of vv^hat paft cluring 
the firft feven Days ; I will proceed, with the utmoft 
Care, to lee if any of that Tendency is difcoverable 
hereafcen On the 9th of ¥eh. it is faid an Ounce of 
Oxymel Scillit^cum was exhibited, to provoke Vomit- 
ing; and on the loth a Velicatory w as applied to the 
Meek : but it doth not yet appear, that any generous 
Medicine had been thought of, which is fomething 
to be regretted- becaufe the nth of Feb, was ex- 
pelled 
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pe<51ed to be a very dangerous Crifis; as appears 
from the Relator's Account, who thus ftates the Cafe. 

" The Hands a little fwelled ; but left any Thing 
" more dreadful fhould happen at this dangerous 
" Tinne, (for it was now the ninth Day) it was 
" agreed to apply Blifters to the Arms in the Even- 
" ingj nor indeed was it done too foon ; for there 
" began to be both a Subfultus Tendinum and a 
" Convulfion of the Lips : he was very relilefs all 
" Night, for the Fever burnt violently ; and there 
" came on a Delirium and a Tremor of the whole 
" Body." 

In this affeding Account of the ninth Day of the 
Difeafe, when a Fever is faid to have burnt violentlv, 
it might have been hoped, that, out of the numerous 
ClalTes which compofe the Materia Medica, fome 
powerful Remedies v/ould have been fele(?i;ed, to 
calm, refrefh and fupport the Spirits and remaining 
Strength of this greatly affli^led Patient. And if the 
Reader is as much affeded as I am, I am fure he will 
be very follicitous to hear of fome efiec;lual Remedy 
in thefe dangerous Extremities : 1 will therefore pro- 
ceed, with as much Brevity as the Nature of this in- 
terefting Difquiiition will admit, to .fatisfy his En- 
quiry. On the iith in the Evening the Fever burnt 
violently (no Mention of any Medicine being given) 
and the 1 2th in the Morning he was not capable of 
either fpeaking or fwailowing : however a Clyfter 

£ v/as 
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was mje(5^ed, which worked very well : but no Ac-* 
count of any other Remedies till the 13th and 14th 
of Feb. which are put together ; when the firft Ac- 
count is, that the Fever continually remained, and 
that cardiac and diaphoretic Medicines had been 
given, without any Succefs. But as 1 know of no 
Medicines in the Clafs of Cardiacs, which could be 
,expei?i:ed to be of much Service in this Cafe j and as 
no Mention is made what particular Medicines they 
were J I fhall go on without any jRemarks, to the 
Conclufion of the important 15th of Feb. where I 
muft beg the Reader's Attention, and appeal to his 
own judgment, if my firft Propofition, concerning, 
the Inefficacy of Medicines publickly known and 
in common Pra6lice for the Cure of Fevers, be no£ 
fully eftabliflied. 

The 15th of Feb, fome Difference of Opinion ap- 
pears to have prevailed amongft the G entlemen in 
Confultation ; the Conclution of which is thus ftated : 
They contended for cephalic Medicines, which are 
reckoned proper to remove a Delirium and Tremor 
of the Nerves which Method of Cure, however 
well it might fucceed-, might cut off fome Branches 
of the Difeafe, but could not wholly eradicate it: for 
however the other Symptoms might be abated, the 
Fever, which was the Caufe of the Difeafe, ftili re- 
mained. Neverthelefs " we prefcribed Spir. Cranit 
" Humani & Sal. Armon. volat. and Feb. the i-yth 
" in the Morning his Fever and Convuifions raged 

more 
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more violently.'* Could any Thing lefs be ex- 
pefted ! Alas ! how deficient was the Materia Me- 
dica, when, in the laft Extremity, Phylicians had 
Recourfe to Spiritus Cranii Humani ! 

Was it fo very barren, fo fruitlefs, that fo able, 
refpedable and learned a Phyfician as Dr. Friend, 
in Confultation with feveral others, could find no- 
thing better in the whole Pharmacopeia, or more 
likely to relieve their afRifted Patient ! And will 
then the Gentlemen of the Englilli College of Phy- 
licians, many of whom far exceed Dr. Friend, both 
in Refped to Learning, phyfical Abilities, and o- 
ther Praife-worthy Qualities : Will they any longer 
fuifer that Life and Health (of which they have 
taken upon themfelves to be Guardians) to be rifqued 
on fuch a precarious Foundation ? Forbid it Huma- 
nity, and infpire them with Refolution to emanci- 
pate themfelves from a fervile Attachment to obfo- 
lete Rules and Modes, thofe perpetual Bars to phy- 
fical Improvement ! Let them imitate the Example 
of thofe their worthy and learned Predeceffors ; who 
not many Years ago, having examined all the Medi- 
cines made ufe of in Practice for the Cure of Fevers,- 
ranged them in different ClafTes and fpecified their 
Manner of Operation, compared them to the Com- 
buflables with which the Prophet Daniel deftroyed 
the Baby lonifh Dragon ; and, after giving a friendly 
Caution to the People, not to fuffer themfelves to be 
deluded, gave a lively Defcription of Chymtftry: 

E 2 from 
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from- whofe inexhauftible Springs, Remedies pure, 
mild and friendly to Nature may be drawn, and on 
which alone a Dependence may be placed, in Cafes 
of fuch Diltrefs. 

As therefore, I humbly prefume the Reader is 
fully fatisfied that my Propoiitions, concerning the In- 
fufficiency of all the Medicines publickly known for 
the Cure of Fevers, is fully eftablifhed ; I fliall clofe 
this Account, by informing thofe who may be de- 
lirous to know the Fate of the afflided Nobleman, 
that, after having, by an aftoniihing Strength of 
Conftitution, maintained a Confli6l againft an in- 
exorable Enemy for twenty- four Days, he died, uni- 
verfally lamented. 

Leaving him therefore to fleep in Peace, I fliall 
invite my Readers to engage in the Purfuit of pure, 
mild, and incorruptible Remedies, for the Purpofo 
of preferving themfelves and Friends from the dan- 
gerous Affaults of Fevers. And as Chymiftry, from 
whence alone thefe pure, mild, and falubrious Re- 
medies can be drawn, is defcribed by a late worthy 
Cenfor of the College of Phyficians, I will take the 
Liberty to tranfcribe it 5 hoping the Reader v/ill not 
think his Time and Attention ill beftowed in the 
Contemplation of an Obje6l, from which he may 
derive fuch lingular Benefits. 

« *Tis 
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' 'Tis to Chymlftry we owe the late Difcoverles, 
' and to Experience, from her Advice the moft com- 
' pleat and moft certain Knowledge concerning the 
' fure Effec^ts of the more limple Medicines. Nature 
' lays open by her the Principles and compounding 
' Parts of all the vegetable, the animal and mineral 

* Subftances ; as fhe does by Anatomy the Figures, 

* the Places and the Ufes of all the Organs of animal 

* Bodies. 

• She has, being praftifed by Gentlemen of Hon- 
' our and Phyficians of Integrity, expofed the impu- 

* dent Prefumption and fraudulent Exactions of all 
' the chymical Impoftors. Hardened by the Heat 

* of their Furnaces, fhe glories in her Separation of 

* the Spirits from mineral Salts, and the other from 

* Animals ; and in her admirable Preparation of the 

* Metals ; but fhe confefles, that the animal Alkalis 

* are deftroyed by her, when converted . into ufelefs 

* Magiilaries and Precipitates ; and that the Earths 

* when calcin'd, are corrupted by her Fires, that the 

* Vegetables, in her Extracts, leave behind the grofTer 
' and more earthly Parts ; the Spirits the more ac- 

* tive, being forced to fly away by her Tortures. — 

* She owns that all her fix'd Saks are of the fame 

* kind, being robbed of all their fpecificating Vir- 

* tues J and that her Oils are all an exalted and 
' clofely united Sulphur and embodied Fire, which re- 

* tains only the hardly diftinguilhiable Marks of their 

* native Power, evident to almoft every Senfe in the 

* aromatic 
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aromatic Plants. But fhe values herfelf by the Ser- 
vice (he offers to preferve Health and prolong Life 
by her Tindures, which being made by the va- 
rious Liquors and Menftruums of natural Water and 
Wine, the Spirits (acid, volatile and vinous) can 
imbibe and extract all thofe wonderful Mixtures, 
which Nature has lodged in all the Plants. She 
commends and applauds the Infuiions and Deco<?i:i- 
ons (the Galenical Tin61:ures j) which fhe imitates 
and improves to the greater Purpofes of the Cure of 
Difeafes. 

* She takes Care not to lofe the moll aethereal or 
fineft Spirits, by the exa6t Clofure of her VefTels j 
while fhe rends by the Heat of her Fires, the mofl: 
compafl: and flubborn Contextures of the Ingredi- 
ents. She employs every Liquor in her Service : 

the foft Waters of the Spring, or fimple Milk- Water; 
the generous Juices of all the Grapes, the Vinegar, 
and the penetrating acid volatile or oily Spirits, 
drawn from her three Kingdoms ; the vegetable, 
animal and mineral. To thefe all the Vegetables, 
the Leaves, Flowers, Seeds, all the Gums and Bal- 
fams ; and the Minerals prepared, freely commu- 
nicate all their Virtues, cephalic and cordial, and 
thofe which raife or compofe the Spirits, and all 
the Alterers of the Blood, in their various and dif- 
ferent Manners. She prepares them to pafs through 
the Stomach into the Blood, and by it into the 
Nerves. The Stomach is inilantly heated or cooled, 

* cleanfed 
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* cleanfed of its vifcous Phlegm, or aduated with the 
« Supply of the digeftive temperate acid 3 and made 
' able, by the Corroboratives, to contra6i itfelf, and 

* force out of her Glands her own Diffolvent. 

* They likewife convey the purging Qualities of 

* Rhubarb, Sena, Aloes, Jallop, &c. through the 

* Stomach unmolefted into the Bowels. They deliver 

* to the Blood, by the ladeal VefTels, the healing 

* Balfams of the Plants, by which the Blood is made 

* florid, more firm, confident and uniform. They 
' fend, with their rapid Circulation, their Balms to 

* the Lungs and Kidneys ; their penetrative Parts to 

* the Spleen and Liver. The Brain as foon receives 
' the fpicey aromatic Spirits of the Flowers and Seeds, 

* and by them fortifies and increafes its Spirits. 

* They go forward to the Nerves, difperfe the Ob- 

* ftrud^ions there ; and enter into all the Fibres of 

* Senfe and Motion. The Liquor does not alter or 
' vitiate the fpecific Contexture of any one Simple. 

* The incomprehenfible Varieties are preferved entire 

* and undifturbed by them. The Stomach receives 

* from one the bitter and fpicey, from another the 

* bitter and balfamic, the bitter and acrid from a 

* third, and the bitter and cooling from a fourth. 

* The feverifli Blood is refrefhed by one with a wm- 

* tery Acid : Now with a watery Jelly, then with a 
' watery and temporating Sweetnefs. It has the 

* Power of feparating its Impurities, fupported by 

* the aftringent Parts of one, and the more rough and 

* cementing 
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* cementing of another. The Spirits are increafed 
« by thofe of one Clafs, moved and irritated by thofe 

* of another, reftrained and governed by a third. 

* Thefe (adds the learned Cenfor) were the In- 

* ftruments of the fuccefsful Pra6lice of Phyiic, when 

* it had a juft Regard to the Welfare of the Patient. 

* They are now thought to give Trouble in the Pre- 

* paration, to effed the Cure in fmaller Qiianti- 

* ties, and prevent the great Deiign of the projcded 

* Profit.' 

Having given the Reader an Opportunity of ex- 
amining a Pi61ure, in which not only the outward 
Features, but alfo the different Qualities, Properties, 
Operations and Effects of the Original are delineated ; 
if he will now be pleafed to purfue his Enquiries, 
and attend to the various Relations of Fads 
and Occurrences, which will occalionally be in- 
troduced in the following Pages, he will clearly 
perceive, that it is from Chymiiiry alone, thofe mild, 
pure and incorruptible Remedies are to be obtained, 
which can, with any Degree of Certainty, be de- 
pended upon for the Cure of Fevers. For an intro- 
ductory Proof of this, the following real and genuine 
Matter of Facl is related. 

A young Lady, of about fourteen Years of Age, 
was feized with a feverifh Complaint, accompanied 
with Pains in her Stomach and other Parts : where- 
upon 
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upon the Gentlemen, who ufually attended the Fa- 
mily, were fent for. What Methods were ufed for 
her Recovery I do not know ; but, doubtlefs, they 
were fuch as were thought moft likely to effe6l it.— 
However, it unfortunately happened, that all the 
Medicines which could be thought of had no good 
EiFe6l ; for, inftead of receiving any Relief, ihe con- 
tinued to grow worfe : and after fome Tinrie, it was 
thought proper to remove her into the Country. — 
What Methods were purfued there, is not material 5 
as my only Reafon for mentioning this Cafe^ is for a 
further Confirmation of what 1 have fo ofien taken 
Notice of before, refpe6iing the Inefficacy of Me- 
dicines for the Cure pf Fevers ; and likewife, to prove 
the Reafonablenefs of inftituting others better calculat- 
ed for that Purpofe. Wherefore I fhall not detain the 
Inquirer with a Detail of all that happened during a 
tedious Illnefs, but content myfelf with the following 
Circumftances. After the Patient had been fome 
Time in the Country, fhe was very defirous to re-r 
turn to Town ; but had fo dangerous a Fever, that 
fhe could not be removed, unlefs that could in fome 
Meafure be allayed, which the ufual Remedies 
could not effefl. It happened, that a Relation of 
the young Lady's went to fee her, and, hearing 
that the Fever could by no Means be abated, told 
her Mother that he knew of a Febrifuge ; and appre-r 
hended, if it could be obtained, it would fo far fub-r 
due it, as to enable her Daughter to bear the Fatigues 
I9f the ]ovrney. The Mother, though very up>\dlling 

F m 
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to give any Medicines which were not ordered By 
the Phyficians, having received the Information 
from a very refpe6lable Friend, In whom fhe placed 
great Confidence, defired he would endeavour to 
procure It as foon as poffible. In Compliance with 
her Requeft, he came to me, and defired I would let 
him have fome of the Febrifuge, for a Relation of 
his, who had a very bad Fever. I faid, there was 
no Doubt but the young Lady was attended by fom©: 
Gentleman of the Faculty ; and if fo, I would gladly 
be excufed from complying with his Requeft. Which 
Reply induced the Gentleman to give me the Ac- 
count related above ; and to add, that, as all other 
polBble Means had been ufed in vain, and as the- 
F'ebrifuge was perfectly mild and fafe, the other 
Medicines lliould be omitted for fome Time, and 
that lliould be given. Being prevailed upon by thefa 
Arguments, I let him have a fmall Quantity, with, 
which he hafted away. But, In the mean Time, the- 
Gentlemen who attended the Patient had been there,, 
and ordered the Medicines to be continued ; which, 
caufed a Doubt in her Friends how to a61: ; it being 
then Evening, the Fever very bad and accompanied 
with a violent Diarrhoea : and therefore thinking her in 
great Danger, they determined to omit the /)ther 
Medicines, and give the Febrifuge. Whereupon, 
two or three Tea-fpoonfuls were given, and a littb 
Time after repeated ; when the fick Perfon began to 
be more compofed, and the Fever fomewhat abated; 
The Febrifuge being repeated again-, fhe became 

mi 
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full more eafy and tranquil j and (to ufe the Words 
the Relator) had more Eafe and compofed Sleep 
that Night, than fhe had experienced for a coniider- 
able Time : fo that, when the Gentlemen came the 
next Day to vilit her, they were agreeably furprized 
to find their Patient fo much better, and that the 
Medicines had produced the defired Eifedl. 

But this agreeable Scene was foon changed through 
on odd Event, The Nurfe, inftead of putting all 
the other Medicines away, as fhe had been ordered, 
had left one of the Bottles in the Room, which one 
of the Gentlemen happened to fee ; and, being quite 
unacquainted with what had been done, alked why 
that had not been given ? and ordered it to be taken 
Immediately : which neither the Patient nor the 
Nurfe had Prefence of Mind to excufe, or Refolution 
to refufe; and with Relu<?l:ance complied with the 
Order. But this Event was unfortunate; for in 
a fhortTime not only the Fever, but alfo the Diarr- 
hoea, which had almoft ceafed, returned ; and both 
became fo very bad in the Evening, as to caufe Ap- 
prehenfions of immediate Danger. In this Situation 
of Things, what remained to be done ? no Phyfici- 
ans were at Hand to advife with : therefore, in this 
Emergency, it was refolved, once more to put by 
the Medicines which had been fent in, and to make 
Ufe of the Febrifuge. How often it was then given 
I cannot fay ; but (according to the Account I had 
from the Relator) fuch were the happy EffecJts it 
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pro.^uccd, th 't fome Time after it was giren, the 
Pj fucnt began to be much eafier, the Fever and the 
Diarrhoea abated, and the Tatient flept pretty com- 
pofediy the latter Part of the Night. The following 
Day ihe n-asfo much better, that when her Phyficians 
viliced her in the Afternoon, they laid, fhe might 
fafely be removed to Town the next Day; which 
was done accordingly : where I fhall leave her, hav- 
ing had no other Concern in this Tranfa6lion, than, 
as above related. I have introduced it in this Place, 
as a Specimen of the Proofs to be inferted at the End 
of this Treatife. And if the Reader will be pleafed 
to examine them with the Care and unbiaffed Atten- 
tion, fuitable to a Subjefl: in which himfelf and dear- 
eft Friends are nearly concerned, I doubt not but 
his judicious Refle£lions will lead him to be thankful 
to Divine Providence, that, by the Help of Chy- 
miftry, a Febrifuge hath been obtained, mild, plea- 
fant and friendly to Nature, as Breaft-milk j and 
which, without giving the leaft Ruffle to the moft 
delicate and weak Conftitution, or Difturbance to 
the Stomach, gently flows to corre6l and expel the 
noxious Principles, which, in Fevers, mix with the 
Blood, attack the Heart, difturb the Spirits, and 
bring on thofe alarming Symptoms, which too fre- 
quently extinguifh the Lamp of Life. 

But, as this mild and powerful Remedy, which 
produced thofe falutary Effeds, is not to be bought, 
it may naturally be faid, where is the Ufe of being 
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informed that a Febrifuge is difcovered, by which 
the dellruftive Effefts of Fevers are prevented; 
when, at the fame Time, we are told it cannot be 
purchafed at any Price ? In Order, therefore, to 
remove ail Grounds of Cenfure, for attempting to 
engage the Attention either of the Public or of pri- 
vate Perfons, to a Subject, from which no immediate 
Advantage can be derived to either, the Author 
hopes the following Narrative, concerning the Dif- 
covery in Queftion, will be accepted as a fufficient 
Excufe. 

Something more than twenty Years ago, I had aa 
only Son taken with an inflammatory Fever, which 
refifted all the Means and Medicines which could be 
procured. In Confequence of which he died. This 
brought me to refle6l how uncertain and inadequate 
to the Cure of Fevers all the known Means and 
Medicines applied for that Purpofe, were : And at 
the fame Time to think, that doubtlefs from among 
the hidden Treafures of Nature, Remedies might be 
procured more pov;erful, certain and efFe(?lual for 
the Cure of thofe deftruftive Difeafes ; and having 
communicated thofe Thoughts to my late Brother, 
(of whofe chymical Abilities there are many land- 
ing Monuments *, not only in Great Britain and 

Ireland, 
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Ireland, but alfo in other Countries,) he likewifi? 
was of the fame Opinion. 

But in the Difcuffion of fo important a Subjed, a 
-very material Objedion prefented itfelf. For as 
there are many Sorts or Denominations of Fevers, 
and as it is a commonly received Maxim, that 
a Remedy which will cure one Fever may do Harm 
in another ; if that Opinion was founded in Truth, 
it would be in vain to attempt finding out a general 
Pebrifuge. 1 anfwer : Though there are faid to be 
many different Denominations of Fevers, their fpe- 
cific Differences are feldom diftinguifhable at firft. — 
On the contrary, their various Symptoms of Malig- 
nity, Putridity, &c. &c. generally come on by De- 
grees, and confequently, if oppofed in proper Time by 
Remedies adapted to reiift Putrefac^fion, and defend 
the Heart and other vital Parts from their malignant 
Attacks, by gently inlinuating themfelves to their 
Relief, without weakening the Conflitution, or dif- 
turbing the Stomach, Fevers would feldom appear 
under fo many different and alarming Forms. , 

Being 



fufficient Quantity to bring the Manufadory of Printed Linens 
and Cottons, to its prefent perfed and flouriftiing State ; as well 
as thofe great Variety o£ beautiful Colours in our Staple Manu- 
faftory of Broad Cloth, which could not have been efFefted with- 
out it. He alfo made other ufeful Difcoveries, which I ftiall for- 
bear to mention. 
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Being by thefe Refle6lions led to think, that fuch 3 
Febrifuge might be made, the next Thing to be con- 
fidered, was, from what Principles and by what Me- 
thods it might be accompliHied : And after many 
chymical Experiments and tedious Proceffes, through 
the Favour of Providence, this milcj, innocent and 
powerful Febrifuge was obtained. 

My Brother being then engaged in feveral other 
chymical ProceiTes, had not Time or Opportuny to^ 
make proper Trials ; I therefore employed myfelf 
with great Affiduity and Circumfpeftion in attending 
to the various vernal, autumnal and other Fevers for 
feveral Years, in order to find out, as near as poffi- 
ble, how far it could be relied upon j and to obferve 
its principal EfFedis ; which on all Occafions, were 
fuch as ferved to convince me, that by a timely and 
proper Ufe of this powerful Remedy, Fevers might 
generally be prevented from producing any alarm- 
ing Symptoms or fatal Confequences, 

I therefore thought it a Duty incumbent upon me^ 
to make it as generally ufeful to Society as it might be 
in my Power, For this Purpofe, as long ago as the 
Year 1760, I made Application to that great and 
worthy Encourager of Arts and ufeful Difcoveries, 
the then Duke of Argyll ; but his Grace unfortunate- 
ly died foon afterwards, before any Thing material 
was determined. The Lofs of fo great and good a 
Support, did not however prevent me from taking 
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every Opportunity which offered, of |;aining further 
Confirmation of its powerful Elfe6ls. And finding 
them far exceed my utmoft Expectations, I thought 
that by diftributing it in the Villages and remote 
Parts of the Nation, where Fevers frequently carry off 
the moft ufeful of the Inhabitants, it would annually 
preferve many valuable Members of the Community, 
Thefe Thoughts induced me in 1762, to olfer Pro- 
pofals for that Purpofe to feveral Members of both 
Houfes of Parliament. Before they were all deliver- 
ed, I perceived that my Zeal for having it made thus 
ufeful, had caufed me to commit a very great Error, 
and that fo long as it remained in private Hands, 
the Quantity which could be made, fo far from anf- 
wering any fuch Purpofe, would not fapply the 
Wants of thofe, who were become acquainted with 
its Virtues, and were continually folliciting for it. — 
I therefore retained the Remainder of the Propofals, 
and declined all further Thoughts on that Head. — 
But being ftill defirous to have it made as extenlively 
ufeful as poffible, my Refleflions led me to con- 
clude, that fliould the Materia Medica be enriched 
by the Addition of fo valuable an Acquifition, it 
would thereby become the Means of preferving many 
Families from Mifery and Diftrefs, by preventing 
the premature Death of thofe, who were their prin- 
cipal Support. 

Prompted l?y thefe Confiderations, I made Ap- 
plication to federal Phyiicians ; but though fome of 

thofs 
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thofe Gentlemen feemed to believe It a Matter worthy 
of Attention, their Situaiions were {uch as rendered 
it impra<$ticable for them to promote it. I then per- 
ceived it would be very difficult to obtain fuch ne- 
celTary Affiftance, as would infure, Succefs. And, 
having for a long Time taken a great Deal of Pains, 
as well as been at coniiderable Expences in my Pur- 
fuits and Enquiries to obtain perfect Information, as 
to the Virtues, Properties and EffecSls of the Febrifuge, 
and thereby exhaufted the greateft Part of the firft 
Principle, by which alone it is to be obtained, the 
Preparation whereof is extremely tedious, I deter- 
mined to preferve the fmall Remainder, and a fuffi- 
cient Quantity of the Febrifuge, for the Ufe of my 
^Family j and not make any more, or give myl^lf 
any further Trouble about it. 

Not long after I had formed thefe Refolutions, 
feveral Perfons (who had experienced its happy 
Effeds in their refpedive Families and thofe of 
their Friends) ftrongly intreated me to make more, 
and reproached me with being guilty of a Breach 
of Humanity, for declining to make it, when 
at the fame Time no other Perfons were inftrufted 
therein. However, though I could not comply with 
their Requeft, yet having, in that Interval, feen and 
heard of m»any diftreffing Scenes of Sorrow produced 
by Fevers, which I was fully perfwaded might have 
been pre^^ented, had the Chymical Febrifuge been 
added to the Materia Medica, I refolved to make 
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Application to other Gentlemen of the Faculty, wha 
I flattered myfelf would be induced, by their Hu- 
manity and Regard to the Prefervation of Mankind, 
to enter into a ferious Inveftigation of a Subje6l which 
fo immediately related to their Profeffion. But I flill 
found myfelf miftaken ; for, in Converfation with, 
fome of them, (of whofe benevolent Difpolitions I 
had formed, and ftill entertain the higheft Opinion) 
I was told, in a very candid and genteel Manner, 
they had a very great Efteem for the Authors of ufe- 
ful Difcoveries j but, in Refpeft to fuch Proportions, 
they could not be of any Service, as the College 
never meddled with dr accepted them. 

In difcourfing with another on the fame Subje<5!-^ 
after I had, with the greateft Ingenuoufnefs and 
Truth, alTured him of the fafe and mild, yet power- 
ful Elfeds of the Febrifuge, I intimated a Defire of 
having an Opportunity of proving the Truths of 
what I had alferted, by relieving Perfons afflidled, 
with Fevers in fome of the Hofpitals ; and, at the 
fame Time, reprefented to him that it might be done- 
without any Rifque or Poffibility of Danger, the 
Properties of the Febrifuge being fuch as never tO; 
ruffle or diflurb the moll delicate Conftitution. How- 
ever, inftead of receiving a favorable Reply to what 
I thought a very reafonable Requeft, I was anfwered 
by that too rigid Abettor of collegiate Rules and 
Maxims, that, fliould any Phyfician give Confent 
for fuch a Trial to be made, he would move to have 

him 
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Ilim expelled the College. With due Deference to 
that Gentleman's phylical Abilities and other refpe6^- 
able Qjualities, I mufl beg Leave to think, it would 
be more conducive to the general Happinefs of Man- 
kind, and a more likely Method to promote Im- 
provements in the Art of Healing, if all the Mem- 
bers of that divine Science, inftead of zealoufly vin- 
dicating and adhering to particular Privileges, Rules 
and Maxims, obtained, made and adopted, at a 
Time when liberal Arts and Notions were almoft hid 
under the Clouds of Superftition and Ignorance, 
would ufe their Endeavors to difcover or encourage 
Difcoveries of Remedies, more effectual for the Cure 
of Fevers, than any yet publickly known. For, 
(whatever Improvements have of late been made in 
Refpe£l to the Cure of other Difeafes) I appeal to 
jhemfelves and daily Experience, if, from the firft 
Inftitution of the College to this Time, any Medi- 
.cines have been introduced into public Practice, 
which can, with any reafonable Degree of Certainty, 
be relied upon for the Cure of thofe fatal Difeafes, I 
have fo often had Occafion to mention in the forego- 
ing Pages. Nor indeed can any fuch Introduction 
take Place, as long as Gentlemen of the moft diftin- 
guiilied Abilities and Learning (and, in other Ref- 
pe(?ts, polTelTed of every focial Virtue) will fuifer 
fuch Endowments and amiable Qualities to be con- / 
traaed withm the narrow Limits prefcribed by mm 
Rules and Maxims. If Phyficians will neither ufe 
their own Endeavors to make Difcoveries of new 
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Remedies, nor fuffer the Admiflion of thofe made 
by the Study, Labour and Expence cf others, they 
who are honeR and humane amongft them, may con- 
tinue to lament the Precarioufnefs of their Art, fb 
far as refpeds tlvo Cure of Fevers j Parents bewail 
the Lofs of beloved Sons and Daughters j and Child- 
ren be rendered diftrelTed and wretched Orphans, by 
the malignant Effeds of thofe deftruc5live Difeafes. 

It has been mentioned in fome of the foregoing 
Pages, that when, by a Variety of Proofs, I was 
certain of being poffelTed of a Difcovery, in which 
Society was effentially interefled, I thought it a Duty 
incumbent upon m.e, to ufe every juftifiable Means 
in my Power to prevent it remaining ufelefs ; I hope 
therefore no particular Gentleman of the Faculty will 
be offended with me for relating thofe Matters of 
Fac^t, which are neceffary to fhew what were the 
Means made Ufe of for that Purpofe. And, (in Re- 
gard to my general Obfervations refpefling the Rules 
of the College) if, through Miftake or Mif-inform-. 
ation, I have faid any Thing that is not literally true, 
I flatter myfelf I lliall be excufed by that learned 
and refpec\able Body; as what I have been led to 
advance, proceeded from no other Motive than a full 
Conviction, that, fliould all good Phyficians refolve 
to difclaim and reje6f fuch Rules, Orders and 
Maxims, as tend to difcourage and- prevent ufeful 
Improvements being made and admitted into the Art 
of Healing, and ufe their beft Endeavors to bring 
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that noble Science to its greateft Degree of Verfe^t- 
ion, the Cure of Fevers would foon be brought to 
equal Certainty with the Solution of Problems in the 
Mathematicks ; or, at leaft, their deftru6live Effects 
would be prevented with the fame Eafe, as a Mor- 
tification from a Pundure or flight Incifion. 

But, as this lafi: Propofition is of that Sort, which, 
as I before obferved, is apt to imprefs the Mind with 
a Dilbelief of whatever is contrary to eftablifhed 
Rules and commonly-received Opinions, left by be« 
ing thought new, it fhould have that EfFecf^: on fome 
Readers, I am glad to have an Opportunity of in- 
forming them it is not fo ; and that feveral very 
learned phyfical Writers and experienced Phyficians, 
coincide therewith. One has given it as his Opinion, 
that it was pofFible to form an Hypothelis in the 
Praflice of Phyiic, equally certain, in many Ref- 
pe61:s, with thofe of Geometricians. Another learn- 
ed Graduate of the College hath obferved, that Na- 
ture Is plain, limple and dire61: in all her Ways; her 
Procedure regular and geometrical. A third (after hav- 
ing travelled many Years, and declared, that he had 
obtained more Knowledge by his Obfervations and Ex- 
perience in the Cure of Fevers, than from all the Books 
he had read) proceeds to make many judicious and fea- 
fonable Obfervations rcfpecling them ; and on the 
Means and Medicines generally made Ufe of for that 
Purpofe : which he affirmed are much oftner hurtful 
than falutary ; concluding, that, though it may feem 
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a Paradox to feme, he will venture to lay it down as 
a felf-evident Principle, there are very few Fevers, 
except in peftilential Cafes, *' but may be cured by 
the firft Intention, without waiting for the tedious 
Expedancy of (at the beft) a very doubtful Crilis.'* 
A fourth, in his Inquiries refpe6i:ing thofe Difeafes, 
remarks, that all Fevers prove fatal if the morbific 
Matter be not feparated from the Blood by its inter- 
nal Motion ; and that the Medicines generally made 
Ufe of, inftead of affifting the Blood to produce that 
necelTary Operation, frequently prevent it 5 and often 
render llight Fevers incurable. 

To thefe Opinions, which bear Teftlmony of the 
Truth of my Propofitions, I might add many others ; 
but fuppofe it unneceiTary. 

Left any Readers fhould furmife, that the Operati- 
ons and ElFecls I have afcribed to the Chymical Fe- 
brifuge are not literally true, I muft beg Leave to in- 
form them, (and I hope I fhall be credited) that, 
however unable I may be to prove, explain and 
inforce my Propofitions in that clear, folid and ample 
Manner their great Importance demands ; yet, ex- 
clufive of the Ffteem and Veneration juftly due to 
Probity and Honefty, my Deference and Refped to 
the Public would have reftrained me from prefuming 
to lay them before that difcerning and aweful Tri- 
bunal, were they not founded on certain and undeni- 
able Proofs. 

During 
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During a Period of near twenty Years, I have had' 
fuch Opportunities to be certain, that the Chymical 
Febrifuge hath conftantly produced the Effe£is I haver 
defcribed, that I fhall venture to fix it as an Axiom, 
it will ever produce the fame ; and on that Prin- 
ciple I fliall fubmit it to the judicious Determination 
of the Reader, whether it is more eligible to rifque 
his Health and that of his Friends, on Means allow- 
ed by ail to be precarious, (and, by many, to be 
dangerous ;) or to inquire for thofe, which, by re- 
peated Trials, have been found perfecffiy fafe and 
efficacious. If he choofes the latter, by purfuing 
his Inquiries he will very foon have the Satisfadlioa 
to know for a Certainty, that, by the Help of Chy- 
miftry, aFebrifuge hath been difcovered, which is as 
mild, pleafant and friendly to Nature as Breaft-milk. 
This will plainly appear, if the Reader will be pleafed 
to examine the fubfequent hiftorical Narrative of 
Cures, by which he will perceive how and by what 
Modes of Action the Chymical Febrifuge produces- 
fuch immediate and happy EfFe<51s. 

However, as I am av»'are that when any Matters of 
this Sort are under Confideration, the human Mind 
(either from its own active Monitor, or from the infidi- 
ous Infinuations of others) is apt to imbibe Sufpicions. 
that the Fads are not fairly and truly ftated, I muft 
once more beg Leave to make my Appeal to the 
Candour of the Reader ; and defire he will believe 
me, when I declare, that, in the following hiftorical 

Narrative 



( 40 ) 

Narrative of Cures, I have not made Ufe of any 
Amplifications, with a View to imprefs his Mind 
with a Belief, that the Chymical Febrifuge pofleffes 
more or greater Qualities than it really does : and 
likewife, that, in any future Difquifition, no Confi- 
deration fhall induce me to deviate from that ftri<51: 
and genuine Truth, which ought always to actuate 
the Mind of thole, who offer Propofitions, on which 
the Lives of Thoufands depend. 
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CASE I, 

A Young Perfon had a feverifh Complaint for up- 
, wards of two Years, which brought her very 
low ; and in June 1759, fhe was taken with a fevere 
inflammatory Fever. I faw her in that Situation, 
when ftie alked me to give her fome of the Febrifuge, 
which I accordingly did : and, by taking it at pro- 
per Intervals, fhe got entirely quit of the Fever; and 
afterwards enjoyed a much better State of Health, 
than fhe had done for many Years before. 

CASE II. 

A Perfon near Soho-Square was taken ill of an in- 
flammatory Fever, which refifted every Method 
made Ufe of for her Relief j on which a Perfon (who 
had been very kind to her in this unhappy Situation, 
and often experienced the happy Succefs attending 
the Ufe of the Chymical Febrifuge) intreated me to 
fend fome for the Prefervation of the fick Perfon : 
f H but. 
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but, being informed fhe was attended by a Geatre- 
man of the Profeffion, I defired to be excufed : how- 
ever, her benevolent Friend ftrongly follicited for 
her, and faid that feveral young Children would be 
left deftitute if fhe died. I at length was prevailed 
on to go and fee her, and found her in a deplorable 
Situation; her Skin being dry and ruff, as when 
fcorched by Fire, with a very irregular and tremulous 
Fulfe. She told me (with a fauitering Voice) fhe 
could not be thrown into a Perfpiration, though. 
Means had been ufed to that Intent for feveral Days; 
and intreated me to let her have what her Bene^ 
fa<?l:refs had fo flrongly recommended for her Relief. 
I could not refill her Intreaties, her Life feemed ia 
fuch imminent Danger. I therefore gave her a fmall 
Quantity, of which fhe immediately took three 
Tea-fpoonfuls in a Cup of Balm Tea, and repeated 
it again in a very little Time ; by which, as Ihe in- 
formed me afterwards, the Perfpiration came- on.: 
and, repeating the Febrifuge five or fix Times more 
(at proper Intervals) her Fever went off. She then 
began to recover and take Nourifhment j and, in 
a few Days, was perfectly well. 

CASE III; 

A Gentlewoman much advanced in Years was ill 
of a Fever, attended with great Pain^ in her Side 
and under her Breafl: ; which nearly prevented her 
drawing Breath. I happened at that Time to call 
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on a Ledger at lier Houfe, when her Daughter told 
me, her Mother was dangeroully ill of a Fever. I 
went into her Room, and alked if flie would like to 
take the Chymical Febrifuge ; which fhe willingly 
agreed to, and took about three Tea-lpoonfuls in a 
Cup of Balm Tea : and, as I thought her in great 
Danger, I ftaid with her about ten Minutes j when 
her Pains feemed fomewhat to abate. The Febrifuge 
was then repeated ; and foon after fhe began to per- 
fpire, her Pain greatly dinunilhed, and Ihe feemed 
much inclined to Reft. I then defired flie might be 
kept quiet j and prefently after fhe went to fleep *, 
and flept compofedly for feveral Hours : when, a- 
waking, fhe found herfeif pretty eafy, and much 
refrefhed. The Remedy being repeated, fhe foon 
after refted again. And, by continuing the Ufe of 

H 2 the 



* It having frequently happened, that Perfons who were ex- 
tremely ill of Fevers, became compofed and went to llcep, foon 
after having taken the Febrifuge ; hath caufed fome Perfons to in- 
finuate, that there is Opium in the Compofition : J therefore think 
it neceffary to inform the Reader, it doth not contain the leaft Par- 
ticle of that or any other narcotic Drug. Neverthelefs, a very 
natural Reafon may be affigned for fo happy an Effeft being pro- 
duced thereby. For, when the Spirits of a fick Perfon are either 
depreffed or too much agitated by vmeafy Senfstions or continual 
Pains, the Properties of this Remedy are fuch as gently and 
quickly to relieve the Heart and other vital Parts, remove thofe 
Pains and uneafy Senfitions ; and confequently Eafe, Sleep ^nd 
Health, will naturally fuccecd. 
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the Febrifuge (at proper Intervals) In three or foul? 
Days was perfectly reftored to Health. 

CASE IV. 

One Morning I happened to call to enquire for a 
Perfon, at a Houfe, where I faw a Child lying on 
its Mother's Lap extremely ill of a Fever. Her 
Pulfe and Heart beat in fuch a Manner, as feemed 
to indicate immediate Death. I told the Mother if 
Ihe would fend to my Houfe for fome of the Febri- 
fuge, it might, perhaps, fave the Child's Life, but 
fhe then declined it ; however, towards Evening fhe 
fent for it. I gave a fmall Qiiantity, and a Tea- 
fpoon-ful was given immediately, and the fame 
Quantity ten Minutes after ; which being done, and 
the child put to bed, it foon went into a fine Sleep, 
and according to the Mother's own voluntary Rela- 
tion, flept feveral Hours ; and when flie awoke, the 
Heart-beating had ceafed, the Fever greatly dimi^ 
nifhed, and in two Days the child was quite well. 

CASE V. 

In the Year 1759, A Perfon of a plethorick Ha- 
bit, who had long ftudied and pradifed Pharmacy, 
being at my Houfe upon Bulinefs, was taken with 
an unufual Sicknefs, followed by violent Pains in the 
Stomach, Head and Limbs j which continuing feme 
Hours, was then accompanied with great Shiverings, 

and 
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and dangerous Symptoms of an inflammatory Fever^ 
which increafing very rapidly, became fo alarming, 
as to malce him apprehenfive of fatal Confequences 5 
feeing him in this Situation, I defired he would think 
of fomething for his own Relief j he replied, I am 
fo exceflive ill, and my Fever fo violent, that I am 
at a lofs what to do. I defired he would not be a- 
fraid or caft down, that if he could not think of any 
Thing to cure himfelf, and would choofe to take the 
chymical Febrifuge he had fo often fneer'd at, I 
doubted not but he would foon be well ; he then 
willingly accepted the Offer. I gave him two 
Tea-fpoon-fuls in a Cup of Water; he continued 
exceeding hot and florid, and in half an hour I re- 
peated the Remedy, and foon after that, a third 
Time ; when the Pain in his Head and Stomach be- 
gan to abate, and continued fo to do for about aa 
Hour, when the Febrifuge was again repeated. He 
then went to fleep for fome Time, when awaking, 
found himfelf much, refrefhed and eafler 5 and by- 
continuing the Febrifuge at longer Intervals, was the 
next Day fo well recovered, as to be able to go a- 
bout his Bufinefs; and being aflved what he now 
thought concerning the Virtues of the chymical Fe- 
brifuge, he gave for Anfwer, I know 1 was extreme^ 
ly ill, my Fever violent and dangerous, and that I 
was farprizingly cured, though I expected not to re- 
csver. 
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This Gentleman was not only a Proficient in 
Pharmacy, but alfo a great Defender of its Rights, 
which he very zealoufly maintained ; and yet, 
when he found himfelf attacked by a Fever, though 
he was a compleat Judge of the Pharmacopeia, it 
would not afford any Thing he could rely upon, 
but was obliged to be cured by what he had often 
ranged in the clafs of quack Medicines ; a Term 
which thofe Gentlemen prefix to all Medicines that 
are not to be found in their Alcoran. However, 
he afterwards proved himfelf a true Penitent for this 
his Apoitacy, and manifefted in the mofl forcible 
Manner, his great PrepofTeffion in Favor of efla- 
blifhed Cufloms ; for though he had once found him- 
felf (as he then acknowledged) almofl miraculoufly 
cured of a violent and dangerous Fever, and had 
himfelf by the fame Means preferved the Life of an- 
other, yet he foon embraced his former Sentiments : 
For being fome Years after taken in nearly the fame 
Manner as before-mentioned, he would not now re- 
cede from his Opinion, but fuffered the Fever to en- 
creafe and put a Period to his Life, rather than ap- 
ply for the Febrifuge which he before owned had 
preferved it. 

CASE vr. 

Some Time after, a Servant to a Merchant in 
the City was taken ill ; and, a Fever coming on, 
he was attended by his Mafler's Apothecary ; but 

growing 
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growing worfe for a coniiderable Time, it was ap- 
prehended he would not recover ; the Perfon menti- 
oned (in the proceeding Cafe) being acquainted ia 
the Family, procured a fmall Phial of the Chymical 
Febrifuge, which, having been given to the fick Per- 
fon, he was in a few Days reftored to perfed Health. 

CASE vn. 

A Perfon in the prime of his Life, of a florid 
Complexion, and replete Plabit, was ill of a Cold, at- 
tended with a Fever, which continued to increafe 
for feveral I)ays ; I went to enquire how he did one 
Evening ; and found him fo ill, that, when I enter- 
ed the Room, I was greatly furprized, by hearing 
him fay with a faultering Voice, " Lord have Mer- 
cy upon me, I cannot live." I afted where lay his 
chief Complaint ; he anfwered, as well as he could, 
** I am fo oppreffed at my Heart, I cannot draw my 
Breath, it is impoffible for me to live, except I have 
immediate Relief j" and afked me if I could not give 
him fomething to eafe him : 1 told him, as a Gentle- 
man of the Profeffion had him under his Care, he 
muft excufe m.e giving him any Thing j he replied, 
*' it is very hard I muft be loft through your ftanding 
upon fuch Pun(5lilios ; If you can give any Thing to 
eafe me, I beg you wilL" Moved by his Entreaties 
and the Pain and Danger he was in, I mixed two or 
three Tea-fpoon-fu!s of the Febrifuge in a Cup of 
Water, which he immediately drank ; I ftaid by 

him 
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him abput ten Minutes, and then gave him the fame 
Quantity ; foon after his Pains began to abate, and 
in about a quarter of an Hour more, were fo much 
diminiflied he could lie down, which he was not able 
to do before. He then went into a compofed Sleep 
for feveral Hours, and when he awoke, had the fame 
Qijantity of the Remedy repeated ; then llept again, 
and was the next Day fo much recovered, as to be 
able to get up and go down Stairs, and in a few Days 
after was perfectly well, 

CASES VIII, IX, and X. 

A Gentlewoman had a long and tedious Fever, 
for the Cure of which many Remedies had beea 
made Ufe of without Succefs ; when an Acquaint- 
ance advifed 'her to make ufe of the chymical Fe- 
brifuge ; v/hich having done, {he was in a fhort Time 
reftored to Health j this eafy and unexpected Cure, 
gave her fo high an Opinion of its falubrious Virtues, 
that fhe always kept it by her, to make ufe of in 
her Family. It happened fometime after, that her 
Hufband being returning from a Journey, ' was taken 
ill of a Fever, and with great Difficulty arrived at 
his Houfe in Town ; his Wife being greatly alarmed, 
carneftly follicited him to take the Febrifuge, which 
he at firft refufed, but was with much Perfualion at 
length prevailed upon. What Quantity was given, 
and how often repeated I cannot fay ; but it had its 
ufual Effe61:, fo that in a few Days, he was thereby 
reftored to perfect Health. After 
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After fome Time, a Servant Maid of the above ^ 
Gentleman's was taken fuddenly ill of a violent Fe- 
ver, of which her Miftrefs being informed, ordered 
her immediately to be put to Bed and the Febrifuge' 
adminiftered ; which being done, fhe was fo fpeedi- 
Ij recovered, as the next Day to be able to go about 
her Bulinefs. , Thefe extraordinary Cures gave the 
Gentleman (who with fuch Reluftancy was prevailed 
upon to take the Febrifuge) fo high an Opinion 
thereof, that he ever afterwards would have it in his 
Poffeffion as long as it could be procured j which af- 
forded him Opportunities of relieving many Perfons, 
both in his own Family and thofe of his Friends. 

CASE XL 

The Son of a Shopkeeper \vas taken with a Fever, 
which continuing for fome Time became very high, 
and feemed to indicate imminent Danger. I'he 
Mother was perfuaded to apply for fome of the chy- 
mical Febrifuge, which having obtained and given 
to him, three Times within the Space of an Hour, he 
foon became, eafy and compofedj and by repeating 
• the Rem.edy at proper Intervals, he was reftored to 
perfect Health. 

The Mother, pleafed and agreeably furprized to 
have met with a Remedy, by which a violent 
Fever w^as fo eafily removed and Health reftored, 

defired to have fome of the Febrifuge to keep by her; 

1 which 
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which flie always applied to when any of her Farml- 
ly had Symptoms of a Fever, and always found it 
anfwer and often exceed her Expe6^atlons. It hap- 
pened fome Years after her firft making Ufe of it^, 
that a dangerous epidemic Fever greatly prevailed 
in London j infomuch, that in. fome Houfes, whole 
Families caught it, and many died j and as feveral- 
of her Family had Symptoms of it, ike immediately 
gave the Febrifuge ; which had fuch happy Efre(51:s, 
that neither herfelf, nor any one in her Houfe who 
could be prevailed on to take it, were either confined 
to their Rooms or kept their Bedsj but a young. 
Man in, the Family of a florid and plethoric Habit, 
being feized with the Fever, and refufing to take 
the Febrifuge,, it increafed,, and foon became violent 
and dangerous. He. then took Dr. James's Powders 
leveral Times,, but without the defired Elfed j for 
the Difeafe continued, and there remained very 
little Hopes of his Recovery. The Perfon who fit^ 
advifed his taking the chymical Febrifuge, feeing 
hini in that dangerous Situation, defired he would 
then take it, and not throw away his Life ; which h© 
at laft agreed to. Three Tea-fpoonfuls were givem 
to him, with Orders to repeat it in ten Minutes ; but 
the firft Dofe had fuch a quick and furprifing Effect, 
that he immediately became eafy and wanted to reft; 
the Remedy being given him a fecond Time, he 
fell into a fine Sleep : and hath often lince declared, 
that the Change from' great Pain and Depreffion, to 
Eafe aad Comfort was fo fudden and unexpetSled, 

that 
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that he never pafTcd a Night with fo much Satisfac- 
tion in his Life : And continuing the Ufe of th^ 
Febrifuge at Intervals for three or four Days, 
was perfedly reftored to Health. 

"What I have mentioned in the foregoing Cafe re- 
■fpeding Dr. James's Powders, is not done with a 
View to depreciate their Virtues, but as fads fpon- 
taneoufly related by the iick Perfon, and thofe who 
were Eye WitneiTes of the whole Affair. As thofe 
Powders are almoft the only Medicine publicldy 
known, which are relied on for the Cure of Fevers. 
And yet many thoufands of all Ranks and Conditi- 
ons, are annually deftroyed by thefe deftru6tive 
Difeafes, or thrown into Confumptions and other 
lingering Complaints thereby : it muft naturally fol- 
low, that the Difcovery of a Febrifuge, more lafe, 
certain and effectual, and better adapted to all Con- 
ftitutions and Denominations of Fevers, is earneflly 
to be wifhed for. And though a due Attention to 
real Fads, fairly and truly related in the Account 
of the foregoing and following Cures, may fufH- 
ciently convince every candid and unprejudiced 
Reader, that fuch a Remedy is in Reality difco- 
vered ; neverthelefs, in a Matter of fo great Concern, 
it is prefumed fome Remarks will not be dilagree-. 
able, ill order to fet the Powders and the chymical 
Febrifuge in a proper Point of View ; by which the 
Reader may have an Opportunity of judging, which 
of the two is the fafeft, and in all Cafes moft to be ~~ 
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depended upon. It would be invidious to fay the 
Powders have not much Merit, and that many great 
Cures have not been done thereby : But it is like- 
wife a well known Truth, th'at there are many Cir- 
cumftances attending Fevers, in which they cannot 
be taken without the utmoft Danger of producing fa- 
tal Confequences j and a variety of Conftitutions to 
which they cannot be given with any Degree of 
Safety ; and confequently Perfons under fuch Cir- 
cumftances can receive no Benefit from them, when 
attacked by Fevers, , Whereas the chymical Febri- 
fuge is fo particularly mild and friendly to Nature, 
that it may with fafety be given to Perfons of the 
moft delicate Conftitutions ; as it has no violent Oper- 
ations, but removes the DIfeafe by gently flowing to 
the Relief of the vital Parts, thereby mitigating 
Pain, reviving depreffed Nature, and reftoring it to 
Health. Thefe are no hyperbolical AiTertions ; but 
if Fads and Proofs related with all poffible Candour, 
are to be depended upon, a true and genuine State 
of the Cafe fubmit ed to the Coniideratlon of the 
Public. 

CASES Xll, XIII, and XIV. 

A Gentlewoman of a weak and delicate Con- 
ftitution, was fo very fubjeft to inflammatory Fevers, 
that generally from any Cold, or over Fatigue, a 
violent one was brought on, and that fo frejuent- 
ly, as feveral Times in the Year to confine her 

to 
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to her Bed and Room for many Weeks. I once 
happened to be with her, when it was apprehended 
a Fever was coming on, as fhe felt the Symptoms 
which generally preceeded. Having, accidental- 
ly, fome of the Febrifuge with me, I perfwaded 
her to take two Tea-fpoonfuls in a Cup of Tea, 
and to repeat it at Bed-time. My Advice was 
complied with, the bad Symptoms vanifhed, and the 
next Day the Lady found herfelf as well as ufual. — 
This having paffed over in fo eafy a Manner, no 
further Notice was taken on either Side. In the 
Courfe of fome Months, the fame Symptoms ap- 
peared again, and a Gentleman of the Profeffion, 
who ufed to attend her, was fent for j but could by 
no Means prevent a dangerous Fever coming on ; 
by which fhe was confined to her Bed for a con- 
liderable Time : however, in the Gourfe of a Month 
or lix Weeks, flie got as well as ufual. Some Tim.e 
after, fhe had a like Return, and narrowly efcaped 
with Life j remaining in a very weakly State for 
fever d Months. It happened, that a Neice of the 
fame Perfon took cold and was feized w ith a dan- 
gerous fore Throat, attended with a very high 
Fever : her Mother advifed her to take the 
Chymical Febrifuge ; on v/hich Application was 
made to mie, to go and fee her. I found the 

'Fever very high, and the Throat ulcerared. Two 
or three Tea-fpoonfuls of the Febrifuge were imme- 

, diately given, and her Throat gargled therewith; 
which was repeated feveral Times that Day, and ia 

the 
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the Night : the next Day the Fever was pretty well 
abated, and the Throat much better. This Method 
being continued, the young Lady got well in about 
four Days, without further Trouble ; which a- 
greeably furprifed her Mother. Some Days 
after I called, when fhe defired me to go up to 
her Sifter, (the Lady above-mentioned) who 
was then very ill. I went up, and found the Fever 
very high ; was told it began in the fame Manner it 
- ufed to do : and, they deliring to have fome of the 
Febrifuge, I left them about two Ounces, with 
Dire<5^ions to give it as ufual : which (by the Bl eff- 
ing of God) had its accuftomed Succefs 5 infomuch, 
that inftead of keeping her Bed for a Month or fix 
Weeks, as ufual, the Fever was prefently fubdued j 
and, in fix or eight Days, ftie was perfe(5\ly re- 
covered. 

Being thus eafily and happily freed from fo dan- 
gerous a Companion, the Febrifuge was kept by 
her, to be in Readinefs if it fhould return j which it 
did fome Months after, on her having caught cold. 
The Remedy was then given and repeated, with its 
yfual Succefs ; fo that, in a few Days, Ihe was ref- 
tored to Health. Her Sifter (obferving that fuch con- 
ftant and fpeedy Relief was obtained by the Ufe of 
the Febrifuge) defired fhe would take it, at proper 
Intervals, for fome Time ; in Order, if pofiible, to 
flrengthen her Conftitution : which fucceeded fo 
well, that, for feveral Years laft paft, fhe has had 

no 
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no Refrarn of her Fever ; and can take a great deal 
more Exercife, than Ihe had been able to do for 
many Years before. 

CASE XV. 

A Perfon, in the Service of the Eaft India Com- 
pany, was feized with a Fever on Board one of their 
Ships ; on being brought Home he grew much worfe, 
I happened to call at his Houfe on fome Bulmefs, and 
his Sifter told me, her Brother was very ill j and 
defired I would go up Stairs and fee him. She per- 
fvvaded him totake the Chymical Febrifuge ; but he 
declined it, having had the Froniife of an infallible 
Remedy. I took my Leave, and wiflied him Succefs. 
But the Medicine had not the de&ed Effed for tho" 
the Difeafe was thereby put off for fome Days, it then 
returned again with more Violence ; when the fame 
and many other Medicines were tried in vain, for 
the Difeafe became more and more dangerous and 
obftinate. I called when 1 went that Way, and was 
told the Fever fometimes remitted, foiretimes inter- 
mitted, and at other Times was continual. He was 
attended by an em''^"'^* '^hyfician : but every Means 
and Medicine pro" -iTectual. Upon this it was- 
thought advileable i , iminiiler Dr. James's Powder?^ 
which were alfo given without Succefs ;• for, the Dif- 
eafe grev/ fo bad, as frequently to deprive him of 
his Reaibn, for twelve or fifteen Hours at a Time. 
Being thus, by the Length and Violence of this ob- 
ftinate 
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flinate Malady, emaciated, and almoft without any 
Hopes of Recovery ; it was thought proper to apply 
to nme for the Febrifuge. I found him in fuch a weak 
and deplorable Situation, as to be doubtful of 
any Remedy fucceeding : but, being intreated 
by his Friends, I agreed to let him have mine ; to 
which the Almighty was pleafed to grant fuch par- 
ticular Efficacy, that when I called to fee him the 
next Day, at the Time he ufed to be raving in his 
Bed, I found him (to my great Surprize) fitting 
compofed and eafy in his Chair. And the Febrifuge 
being continued at proper Intervals, he began to re-^ 
cover very faft ; and, taking proper Nourifliment, 
in about three Weeks regained his former State of 
Health. 

It is prefumed it will not in this Place be thought 
improper, to offer fome Remarks, in Order to 
ihew, with how much more Eafe and Safety Fe- 
vers are cured by the Chymical Febrifuge, than 
by any Means or Rem.edles puplickly known. — 
Whoever has been fo unhappy as to go through the 
different Stages of a violent and continued Fever, 
preferving his Senfes, fo far as to rem.ember all the 
diffagreeable and painful Circumftances attending 
thereon, Vv'ould be apt to fliudder at a bare Recital 
thereof J whereas when this mild and powerful Fe- 
brifuge is given in the beginning of Fevers, they 
are generally cured diredly, without any^ further 
Trouble or Lofs of Tim.e, than lying, a little while 
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in Bed, and drinking a few Spoonfuls of a pleafant 
balfamic Remedy ; which expels the febrile Matter, 
proteds and comforts the Heart, recruits the Strength, 
and reftores Health. 

ThisPropolition cannot, it is prefumed, be thought 
contrary to Reafon or Truth, by Perfons, who, with 
Minds free from Prejudice, PrepolTeffion, or private 
Intereft, attentively read and obferve, what is truly 
and candidly related in the before-mentioned Cafes, 
as well as all the unfavourable Circumftances attend- 
ing the Fever laftmentionedj which, after having gone 
through fuch a Variety of Stages, relifted every 
Means and Medicine that could be thought of for 
feveral Months ; and by its Violence and long Con- 
tinuance, reduced the fick Perfon to the laft Extremi- 
ty ; who, after all this, was reftored to Health, by 
taking the Febrifuge for little more than a Week. 
May it not be concluded from thofe Conliderations, 
that had he taken it two or three Times when he was 
firft feized, it would have prevented his undergo- 
ing fo much Pain and Danger, or giving fo rnucK 
Trouble, Sorrow and Anxiety to his Friends! And 
that were it in publick Ufe, many affe<5\ing and for- 
rowful Scenes would be prevented, and many ufeful 
Members of the Community preferved ! 

CASE XVI. 



A young Infant was taken ill with. an infiammato- 
k ry 
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ry Fever, which having continued for fome Timej 
an Acquaintance of the Father and Mother advifed 
them to give it the Chymical Febrifuge which' 
having obtained, they gave it to the Child immedi- 
ately, and repeated it again foon after. The Infant 
was exceedingly hot the fore Part of the Night, when 
the Remedy was again repeated ; and towards Morn- 
ing the Fever fubfided, when the Child refted well„ 
The next Morning the Febrifuge was repeated, and 
the Child was reftored to- perfe(5t Health. The Fa- 
ther and Mother, pleafed at having found fuch an 
eafy and fafe Remedy,, carefully kept what remained; 
and in a few Days after, another of their Children- 
was taken in the fame Manner as the former. Per- 
ceiving the Fever coming on very fall, the Febri- 
fuge was given with the ufual Succefsj which in-^ 
duced the Father and Mother (who had a numerous- 
Family of Children) to apply for the Febrifuge to 
keep by them, and had many Opportunities of ex- 
periencing its good and powerful EffeiSfe for many 
Years. 



CASE xvir. 

A Perfon in the Country, having Mowers at work, 
went into the Field, and out of a Frolick took a. 
Scythe from one of them, and mowed againft the 

Reft 
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Reft for a coafiderable Time. Being fat and lufiy, 
;^nd the Weather exceedingly hot, he was very much 
heated, and in that Condition went to his Houfe and 
indifcreetly drank a large Draught of cold fmall Beer. 
He foon after found himfelf very ill, but concealed 
it from his Family j and in Hopes he fhould foon be 
better, took his Horfe and rode about a Mile from 
Home J when Ke found himfelf fo ill, and his Head 
ib very bad he could not fit on his Horfe ; he alighted, 
and with much Difficulty was got home, where he 
was taken with great Shiverings, and Pains in his 
Stomach, Head and other Parts, A Perfon happened ^ 
to be there, ^ho feldom travelled without the Febri- 
fuge in her Pocket ; who feeing the Family in great 
Confternation, enquired what was the Reafon, and 
being informed by the fick Perfon*s Wife, delired 
iier not to be fo greatly alarmed or terrified ; for, 
fays fhe, I have fomething with me, which, with 
the Blefiing of God, will foon reftore your Hufband 
tO Health." The fick Perfon being put to Bed, and 
a proper Quantity of the Febrifuge given and re- 
peated foon after, the Pain in his Head, Stomach 
and Limbs, began gradually to diminlfh, neverthe- 
Jefs he was refilefs the beginning of the Night ; but 
the Remedy being repeated at proper Intervals, he 
afterwards fell into an eafy Sleep, and flept for feveral 
Hours ; and in the Morning found himfelf fo much 
better, as to be able to get up : but the Attack of 
the Fever had been fo violent, as to render him very 
weak, therefore the Febrifuge was given to him two 
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or three Times that Day, and the next Morning he 
found himfelf perfe£lly recovered. 

CASE XVIIL 

A Child about 14 Months old, having a long and 
obftinate Fever, a Perfon who had often feen and heard 
of many Perfons having been cured of Fevers by the 
Chymical Febrifuge, advifed the Mother to apply to 
me, who defired I would go and fee the Child. I 
found it lying on the Nurfe's Lap in a high Fever, 
with Symptoms of being convulfed in it's Bowels, 
and very little Hopes of its Recovery : neverthelefs, 
the Mother defired to have the Febrifuge, which 
was immediately given, and foon after repeated ; but 
In this Cafe it happened differently from what I had 
heard of or feen in any others 5 fo.T in all the fore- 
going, and many others not mentioned, by a few 
Repetitions of the Febrifuge, the Diforders were foon 
overcome, and Health reftored in a few Days ; but 
in this Inftance, the Difeafe had taken fuch deep 
Root, that, though the Patient was an Infant, more 
of the Febrifuge was made ufe of, than in any three 
of the preceeding Cafes 5 for, inftead of immediate 
Relief being obtained, it was four Days before it 
could be determined that the Child would recover^ 
and near three Weeks before it was perfedly well. 



CASE 
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CASE XIX. , 

An eminent Tradefman was taken ill with great 
Pains in his Head and Limbs, accompanied fom& 
Times with Shiverings, at other Times with burning 
Heat, which continued alternately for feveral Hours. 
About nine in the Evening he found himfelf in a 
high Fever, his Pulfe exceedingly high, and his 
Head affeded with Symptoms which feemed to in- 
dicate a Delirium. He took three Tea-fpoonfuls of 
the Febrifuge, and was to have the fame Quantity 
given in half an Hour ; but the Perfon who attend- 
ed him negle6led to give it, neverthelefs he fell 
afleep, and llept compofedly for upwards of two Hours; 
and when he awaked, was much better, was very 
eafy and compofed the Remainder of the Night ; 
and the next Morning got up and went into his 
Shop : I called between nine and ten, and was fur- 
prized to find him up, but more fo to hear he had 
been out of his Room, and omitted repeating the 
Remedy ; for though his Fever was much abated, it 
was far from being cured. He was advifed to go 
to Bed again, but excufed himfelf on Account of 
urgent Bufinefs ; however, by taking the Remedy 
three or four Times in the Courfe of the Day, he 
continued pretty well till about Eight in the Evening; 
when, by being fatigued and expofed to the open Air, 
. his Fever was brought on again : he then went to Bed, 
and took a proper Quantity of the Remedy, and foon 
^fter fell into a fine Sleep j flept till two, v/hen 
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awaking, the Febrifuge was repeated, whicli caufed 
him to pafs the Remainder of the Night pretty eafy; 
about nine in the Morning he was fo much reliev- 
ed as to be able to get up, and repeating the Febri- 
fuge that Day at proper Intervals, was the next 
Morning fo perfe6^1y recovered, that he faid^ " I 
am now as well as ever I was in my Life". 

CASE XX. 

The Wife of a Citizen was very ill of a Fever af- 
ter a Lying-in, which reiifted all the Means made Ufe 
of for her Relief. Her Hulband having heard of £n- 
gular Cures having been performed by the Chymical 
Febrifuge, applied to me to have fome for her Relief, 
I gave him a fmall Phial, fome of which was given as 
foon as he got Home, and repeated at proper Inter- 
vals; which had fo happy and fpeedy an Elfefl, that 
in three or four Days, iTae was reftored to perfe6l 
Health. 

This fpeedy and unexpe,£\ed Cure, gave the Gen- 
tleman fo high an Opinion of the Febrifuge, that 
he desired to have fome to keep by him for the Ufe 
iOf himfelf and Family ; who for feveral Years fre- 
quently experienced its happy Effe£^s, and when- 
ever he went a Journey took it along with him : and 
happening to be at Portfmouth, he met with a Lon- 
don Trader of his Acquaintance who was feized with 
an inflammatory Fever, for which the former was 

greatly 
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gfeStly concerned, knowing him to have a Wife and 
a large Family of Children ; and thinking him iiil 
gteat Danger, gave him th« Febrifuge. How oftenr 
it was repeated I do not know, but it had its ufual 
Succefs, infomuch that the next Day he found him- 
felf fo well, as to be able to go about his Bufinefs. 

CASE XXL 

A young Perfon of about ten or twelve Years of 
Age was taken ill of a Cold, followed by a high 
Fever, and accompanied with great Pain in the Head 
and Limbs. Her Mother, who had fur feveral 
Years experienced the faiutary Efieds of the Febri- 
fuge, gave her a fmall Qiiantity ; and by repeating 
: proper Intervals, the Fever was intirely remov- 
es ; Ixit on the third Day the M^afles began to ap- 
pear, and continued coming out without being at~ 
tended with any Fever, though the Eruption, was fo 
great as nearly to refemble the Small Pox ; the Re^ 
medy was continued for a Day or two, and the youngs 
Lady got well. 

M, B. Several oilier hftamei have happened, where 
the Efficacy of this mild and powerful Remedy 
hath been happily e>iperiemed both in the Small Fox 
and Mcajles, but as a Relation thereof would foO> 
greatly enlarge this Account of Cures, they fhall 
therefore be omitted. 
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CASE XXIL 

A Schoolmafter's Daughter about nine Years of 
Age, was taken ill of a Cold and fore Throat, which 
continued to grow worfe till the next Day. A dan- 
gerous Fever then came on. Her Father and Mother 
having heard of the great Efficacy of the Chymical 
Febrifuge, applied to me for fome, and alfo entreat- 
ed me to go and fee the Child. I went and found 
her exceffively ill, her Throat very bad, and the Fe- 
ver fo violent that her Skin had more the Appearance 
of a glowing Fire, than its natural Colour ; and was 
very full of livid Spots. I perfuaded them to fend for 
a Phyfician, as I apprehended the Throat would be 

very much ulcerated ; which in Effect proved fo 

But the Father (with Tears in his Eyes) faid he had 
heard fo great a Character of the Febrifuge, that he 
would rather truft to that, and defired I would let him 
have it ; for otherwife he feared he fhould lofe his 
Child. Overcome by his Intreaties, I gave a proper 
Quantity j dire6iing it to be frequently repeated. J 
went to fee her fome Hours afterwards, and found 
her Fever rather abated j but her Throat fo bad, as 
almoft to prevent her fwallowing. The Remedy was 
repeated feveral Times in the Night, and the next 
Morning the Fever was much diminifhed j but her 
Throat ftill continued very bad. Many Perfuafions 
were made Ufe of in Order to incite her to gargle it, 
but flic could not be prevailed on to do it; nor would 
(he take any Thing befides the Febrifuge, which fhe 

ftrove 
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fttove to fwailow greedily, as if by Inftlncf^. The 
third Day the Fever was much abated, but the 
Throat no better on which fome Drops of the Re- 
medy was applied to it, and fopn after the Ulcer 
broke, difcharging a great Quantity of corrupt 
Matter. The Febrifuge was continued the next 
Day, in Order to prevent a Return of the Fever, 
and to cleanfe and heal the Throat. The young 
Perfon then began to take NourilTiment, and, in a 
few Days, was perfectly recovered. 

[ Having related the before - mentioned CureSj 
which (as well as many others) were performed by 
the Chymical Febrifuge, with a continued Series of 
Succefs, I fhould think myfelf wanting in that inge- 
nuous Sincerity, which ought to be obferved in Mat- 
ters of^fuch Moment, if I omitted mentioning where 
it failed. And having, irl the Courfe of twenty 
Years, met with one Inftance of that Sort, I fliall 
infert it with all the Exadnefs in my power.] 

CASE XXIII. 

A Perfon of a florid Complexion was feized with 
an inflammatory Fever, when feveral Medicines 
were given to remove it, but it continued to grow- 
worfe for feveral Days j whereupon he was advifed 
by an Acquaintance to take the chymical Febrifuge; 
which being procured was given, and feveral Times 
repeated: but the Fever continuingj the next Day I 
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was requefted to go and fee him. His Pulfe was full 
and ftrong, but very regular; and I fuppofed the 
Difeafe would foon be removed, as it feemed to be 
of a much milder Sort than many of thofe which had 
been fubdued by the Febrifuge, with the greateft 
Eafe. However, in this Inftance (for the firft Time) 
I found myfelf miftaken : for, after it had been ap- 
plied feveral Days, the Difeafe continued nearly the 
fame ; when fome of his Relations came to fee him, 
who advifed to fend for a Phylician ; which being 
done, the Patient was ordered to be removed into 
the Country ; where, after the Gentleman had at- 
tended him fome Time, he recovered, 

CASE XXIV. 

A Gentlewoman, about forty, of a very corpulenf 
Habit, was feized with fo violent a Fever, that in 
ten or twelve Hours it brought on a Delirium, fo as 
to prevent her knowing her own Sifter ; who, find- 
ing her in fuch a dangerous Situation, and having 
often experienced the good Effects of the Febrifuge 
in her own Family, haftened to me, deliring to have 
fome for her Sifter ; whom flie reprefented to be in the 
above dangerous Situation. I faid, as her Sifter was 
attended by Phyliclans, I muft beg to be excufed ; as 
it might counterad what the Gentlemen had ordered. 
But'fhe faid, though her Sifter had been vifited by 
Phyftcians, they found her in fuch a Situation as not 
to think it proper to order her any Medicines ; and 

that. 



( 67 ) 



that, if I would let her have the Febrifuge, {ho 
would attend and give it herfelf j and when the Gen- 
tlemen Ihould think proper to order any Thing, flie 
would then leave off giving that : and faid it was very 
hard her Sifter's Life fhould be loft, when Relief 
might be had, Thefe Sollicitatlons, accompanied 
with Tears, induced me to let her have the Febri- 
fuge, with which {he hafted away, gave a proper 
Quantity, and repeated it feveral Times j how oftea 
I cannot fay, but,' as near as I can learn from Infor- 
mation, about the Quantity of an Ounce was given ; 
when the Fever abated, the Delirium ceafed, and 
the Patient recovered her Reafon. 

CASE XXV. 

A Perfon of a weakly Conftitution (whofe Family 
had often experienced the good EfFecSts of the Febri- 
fuge) was, by catching cold and over Fatigue, thrown 
into a violent Fever, which feemed to portend Imme- 
diate Danger. One of her P'riends made Application to 
me, and earneftly defired to have fome of the Medicine. 
Now this happening after 1 had declined to make it, 
I defired to be excufed : but by his Importunity, and 
reprefenting the unhappy Situation her Children were 
likely to be reduced to, I at length confented to go 
and fee her. I found her in fuch a Situation, as 
gave but fmall Hopes of her Recovery: neverthelefs 
the Febrifuge was given, repeated in ten Minutes, 
and again at the End of fifteen ^ with Dire6tions 

h z 
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be repeated afterwards at longer Intervals, as Occa^ 
fion fliould require. Which, by the Bleffing of God, 
had its uTual happy Succefs : fo that, in a few Days, 
{he was able to look after her BuHnefs, being per-^ 
{tidily recovered. 

0 BSERFATION, 

In a long Courfe of Tears fmcc the firji Difcevery of 
the Febrifuge, I have had many Occafiom to experience 
its beneficial EJfe^fs in my own Family^ none whereof 
has been mentioned; but as fame of them were attended 
with particular Circumfiances, I Jhall infert two of 
the?n, and the Reader may be ajfured they are can,didl{^ 
and truly Jiated. 

CASE XXVI. 

In the Year 1766, a Daughter of niine about 14 
Years of Age, being with an Acquaintance in the 
City one Tuefday Morning, found herfelf indifpofed, 
and continued fo till Thurfday, when fhe was taken 
with a fevere Fit of Coughing, which with very little 
Intermiffion, continued for near half an Hour • but 
being of an aftive Difpolition, when it was over, 
(though far from well) fhe took no further No-s 
tice of it at that Tincie ; and the next Morning got 
up as ufual, when the Mealies were coming out very 
thick upon her Face; which not being aware of, fhe 
wafhed^r her Face with cold Water, and then went 
down Stairs; when a Perfon perceiving her Face full 

of 
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of Spots, and not knowing what they were, indlf- 
creetly advifed her to wafh it well with Vinegar *, 
which it Was faid would take them away ; and indeed 
in that it fucceeded too well, for it repelled the 
Meafles and they difappeared, which prevented the 
neceilary Care being taken ; and flie continued to go 
about as uiual till Saturday Night, when a violent 
Fever came on; aud advanced wiih fuch amazing 
Rapidity, as in a very fhort Time to bring on a Deliri- 
um. Her Head and Face were fwelled to nearly twice 
their natural Size, In this Dilemma another Acquaint- 
ance (who fortunately lived very near, and always 
kept the Febrifuge for Emergencies in her own Fa- 
piiily) was fent for, and three Tea-fpoonfuls thereof 
^iven immediately, and repeated pretty plentifully 
proper Intervals ; in a few Hours her Reafon re-^ 
turned, by Degrees both the Fever and Swelling 
went off; and in fix or feven Days flie recovered 
her Health and Strength. 

CASE XXVII, 

It happened feveral Years afterwards my faid 
Paughter caught Cold, and walking out in the Even^ 
ing when a great Dew was upon the Ground increaf-r 



* I chofe to mention this Cafe and Circumftance, as it may be 
a Caution to others not to be guilty of the like Inadvertency, wha 
K^ay not be fo happy as to have fuch fpeedy Helps at Hand* 
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cd it : ihe grew more and more indifpofed, and a- 
bout the third or fourth Day an inflammatory Fever 
came on, uncommonly fevere j attended with fuch 
exquilite Pains in the Head, that it was with great 
Difficulty flie qould be got up Stairs. I happened 
to be out at the Time, but came home foon after^ 
and being informed of her Situation, went up to her 
Room and found the Symptoms of a Delirium ; fhe had 
juft taken three Tea-fpoonfuls of the Febrifuge, I 
then repeated it, and again in half an Hour ; the 
Pain in her Head continued exceffive till about nine 
in the Evening, when that and the Fever began to 
abate ; the Febrifuge was then repeated, a plentiful 
Perfpiration came on about eleven, and fhe ' fell into 
a fine compofed Sleep ; llept till Day-light the nex^ 
Morning, when the Fever and Pain in the Head 
were nearly gone, and in three or four Days fhe 
was quite recovered. 

In this Inftance I had an Opportunity mi- 
nutely to obferve, not only the powerful Effe61s of 
the Chymical Febrifuge, but alfo to perceive how 
very foon thefe Difeafes make Impreffions upon the 
mofl: healthy and ftrong Conftitutions ; for though 
the Fever and Pain in the Plead were gone, the next 
Day fhe found herfelf extremely weak; it need not 
therefore be wondered, that fo many, young, healthy 
and robuft People, fhould be emaciated and carried 
off by thofe "Difeafes, when fuffered to make their 
Ravages for a great number of Days, which they 
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frequently do : for though this Fever from its firfl 
Appearance to its total Extin6lion, was but of 24 
Hours Duration, it had fo far weakened a Perfon ia 
the Prime of Life, as fcarce to leave her fufficient 
Strength to walk down Stairs; however, in about 
three Days, fhe was able to take the fame Exercife 
as before. I had very foon after Opportunities of 
experiencing the fame happy EfTefis of this Re- 
medy in other Inftances nearly fimilar ; but fliall 
omit inlerting them, fuppofing thofe I have thus 
fairly and candidly ftated, fufRcient Evidence to 
eftablifh the Truth of my Propofition, concerning 
the Superiority* of the Chymlcal Febrifuge above 
all the Medicines publickly known for the Cure 
of Fevers, and alfo to prove that Providence has 
given to this Nation a long-wiflied for Difcovery, 
by which thefe fatal Difeafes are generally cured 
in the Beginning ; without waiting for a doubtful 
Criiis, or having Recourfe to BlifterSj and other 
troublefpme Expedients. 

It 



* It is not uncommon for Perfons after they are thought to be 
recovered from Fevers, to have fome of the febrile Matter re- 
main in the Conftitution, and afterwards fall on the Lungs and 
caufe a Confumption 5 or the Legs, or other Parts ; caufing the 
Patient to drag on an uncomfortable Life : whereas, in all the 
Inftancps I have known by Obfervation or ftridl Enquiry, I have 
not found one Perfon that was cured by the Chymical Febrifuge, 
to whom any Thing of that fort hath happened. 
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ft ftiul^: now be left to the judicious Confideratioll 
of my Countrymen, whether they will accept of this 
Difcovery, and bs delivered from thefe deftruc-' 
tive Difeafes ; or truft their Lives and thofe of their 
Friends, to Modes and Medicines, which have 
been found ineffectual* 



I Think it necefTary to add a Supplement- 
ary Note ; becaufe I find, that when I 
ivrote the preceeding Treatife, I had formed a 
wrong Conclufionj by confidering Fadls well 
attefted as a proper Bafis for the Support of my 
Propolitions. I am told, that none of the Cures 
I have related, though ever fo ftriking and in- 
terefting, can be admitted as Evidence in ph)^* 
fical Enquiries. 

I have produced the Cafe of a Gentlewoman, 
taken fo extremely ill of a Fever, as in a very 
few Hours to be deprived of Reafon, though 
attended by two or three Phyficians, who de- 
clared her to be in great Danger ; and yet by 
taking a fmall Quantity of the Febrifuge, with- 
out bleeding, bliftering, or any other painful 
Operation, was reftored to her Reafon in three 
or four Hours, and to Health in a few Days. 
Cafe xxiv. 

I have related the Cafe of a Lady, who was 
reduced to a very languifhing State, by the fre- 
quent Returns of an inflammatory Fever, which 
the Gendemen of the Faculty could not prevent, 

confining 
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confinrng her to her Bed and Room, a Month or 
lix Weeks 2 or 3 Times a Year, yet was cured of 
one of thofe Fevers by the Febrifuge, in a few 
Days, and by condniiidg to take it for a fhort 
Time, had her loft Health, Spirits and Strength 
reflored, and is now, with many others, a liv- 
ing Monument of the admirable Efiicacy of the 
Medicine. (P, 52, 53 & 54.) 

It will appear, I think, the Effeft of the 
moft unreafonabie Prejudice to affert, that no 
Inference can be drawn in favor of the Medi- 
cine, from thefe and the like uncontro- 
vertable Fads. To me, and I believe to 
all the unprejudiced Part of Mankind, they car- 
ry the Force of Demonllration. — Becaufe Phy" 
ficians are unacquainted with Medicines, which 
can be depended on in the Cure of Fevers, 
fhould they perfuade themfelves and the Pub.- 
lie, that no fuch can be difgovered ? — This 
would in fad, be fuppoiing our Knowledge in 
phy Ileal Cafes to be advanced to the utmoft 
Ferfedion, and that no new Difcoveries re- 
mained for the Inveiligatlon of future Ages ; a 
Notion too confined and unphilofophical, to 
recjuire any Refutation ! 

I have 
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"I have affirmed, and I wifh to convince the 
World by a Colledlion of Cafes fairly ftated, 
that a new Difcovery has been made, and con' 
firmed by the Experince of twenty Years. 

If any one fhonld Quellion the Authenticity 
of thefe Fadls, and the Efficacy of the Medi- 
cine I wifh to recommend, I can only fay, that 
I am very willing to fubmit it to a fair and im- 
partial Examination ; ^nd fhall be happy to at- 
tend any one for that Purpofe, who can lay a- 
fide Prejudice and Prepoffeffion ; deliring no 
other Reward, but the Satisfadlion refulting from 
a Confcioufnefs of having contributed my Af- 
fillance to relieve my Fellow-creatures in Dif- 
trefs. 

I am fenfible, that in this Publication I have 
oppofed the Opinion of a very learned and re- 
fpedlable Body, by thus iniinuating, that the 
Medicine here defcribed is fuperior to common 
Prefcriptions ; but I repofe myfelf on their Can- 
dour. Being animated and encouraged by the 
nobleft of all human Motives, a fincere Regard 
for the Welfare of Mankind. 



To 
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To thofe who explode the Idea of a new Dif- 
cover y, I anfwer in the Words of Seneca: — 
V miet Tempus, quo ijia, qu/z nunc latent^ in lucent 
dies extrahat, & longioris Mvi diligentia, 

Nat. Queft. Lib. vii, C. 25. 
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